


Dear readers,  
 
Summer is finally here! After all this 
year’s hard work we can finally relax. 
This is the second and last issue of the 
year, however we will be back next year 
bigger and better than before! In this issue 
e have all the latest school news, fashion 
and film tips and a few handy ideas of 
how to survive the coming summer 
months!  
 
We hope you have an enjoyable time off 
and we’ll see you in September! 
 
The Editors 
 
Zoe Portway, Michael Town, Sarah Pople 
 

THE TEAM... 

Summer feature: Iesha Ridge Myers  
 
Fashion: Jasmin Horner 
 
Books: Lauren Williams 
 
Film: Owen Walton 
 
School features: Stephen Pester  
 
Creative Writing: Stephen Pester   
 
Sports: Elijah Bossa 
 
Front cover/ Arts: Owen Brice and Sophie Knight 
 
Super Fun Happy Page: Jessica Pearce  
 
Year 9 Correspondent: Sarah Carroll 

Summer is here!                     In this issue... 
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Year 9 Water Rocket Challenge 

Year 10 Snowdonia Trip 

�
���������	��
�
��
�����
����������������

Fancy joining 
us next year? 
 
If you are a 
budding writer, 
journalist or re-
viewer please 
come to our 
meetings every 
Friday at 1pm 
in R6. We are 
always on the 
lookout for in-
spiring young 
writers so 
would love to 
hear from you! 

Also...Creative writing, What 
Walton’s Watching, Book s to read 
this summer, Fashion Fix and more! 



� � � 	 � � 	

By Sarah  
Carroll 9AG 
 
On 2nd June all of year 9 
went up to the field to test 
rockets we had spent 
previous weeks making, 
for the water rocket chal-
lenge. The water rocket 
challenge is a competi-
tion, which many schools 
take part in. It involves 
building rockets using 2 
litre bottles, which were 
powered by water. To get 
the rockets to fly the bot-
tles were filled with water 
and had air pumped into 
them. To make the rockets fly 
to their best ability they had to 
be streamlined, strong and 
well built. 
 
On the afternoon of the test 
flight it was lovely and sunny. 
We all sat and watched groups 
launch there rockets. It was 
very enjoyable because the 
rockets were unpredictable 
and often flew into the crowd 
and got people wet. 
 
Everybody’s rockets were 
really good even if they did 

not fly they looked really 
good. In our next assembly 
Ms Auger announced the 
winners. There were awards 
for the best designs, best 
group name and many more. 
The overall winners of the 
competition were the Space 
Limars, Lee Hyatt, Andrew 
Evans, William Terry and 
Matthew Bridge. The winning 
team took their rocket to Ted-
dington laboratory to compete 
against other schools. 
 

The competition was overall 
very enjoyable and everyone 
had a good time. Even if 
groups didn’t win an award, 
they were given a certificate 
for taking part. 
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���,��-�������	'������� best day was 
Disneyland. Even though I didn’t 
go on many rides  I still enjoyed it.” 
 

This is just a taster of what has 
been happening this term... 
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Wow! Is this some kind of James Bond film?! 

They reached the top looking pretty exhausted! 

The Geography posse! 

A bit of much-needed rockside chilling! 

Mr Illot enjoys the beautiful views! 

All in all a success-
ful trip had by all! 
 
 
 
 
 
(Ooh they wouldn’t 
make a career of 
it...) 
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When we came into the school 
we had to go into the school 
hall to meet up. When we were 
on the coach I was sitting next 
to my friend Lauren and I was 
sitting behind my other friends 
Alex and Toby so it was really 
fun! 
 
It took about 45 minutes to get 
up to London. When we got 
there we all had to put on our 
sun lotion as it was a scorching 
hot day. 
 
First of all we went to see the 
birds which was great. Then we 
went to the shop to spend some 
money and I bought a pot of 
sweets and a drink. I shared my 
sweets with Lauren and Alex. 

Then we went to see the tigers and 
lions and we took lots of pictures. 
We also saw some porcupines and 
the gorillas!  
 
After that we all went to the toilet 
and then we were on out way back. 
Back on the coach we had fun eating 
sweets! 
 
When we arrived at the school we 
tidied the coach, said our goodbyes 
and went home. That was the whole 
trip to London Zoo and I hope every-
one liked it as much 
as I did. 
 
By Georgia Green  
7AC 
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OVERTON GRANGE 
STUDENTS SHINE AT REMARKABLE 
EXHIBITION IN SUTTON LIBRARY 


 � � � 	
 � �� 	� 	� �� � � �� � � 	� 	� 	� � �

3��	��	���
����

�����������	���%�&��
�	��
���	��� ��
���
������
����������
�
�
����

���
����
�����	����
$��������
�
�������
������������
�����
�*������%�
&���	��
�	���	��������
����������
���
�
��"��
 ������
����9�	���
��

���
���������

���	���������������
������
	����
�
�� �������������
�� �������
��������������
�������
���
�	�������������
�����
��


��
���%�,	�
��
��	����#����	�������� ��!��
&����
���������
���������������	����
��
:�
�����

� ��
����
�����	���!	�����
��
����������������%�,	���!	�����
�����������
����	�������	�����
�
�
���	����� �������
����
����������
�
 ��!��������
�
�������
���
��
�-���������
���	����� ������!�����
����
��	����������
�	����	���
������	�� �
�����
������������������
���	��%�������
��
���3�������	

���	��	�	���2���
���
�

����	�����������	��9�	"�3������������
������
���	��������������������
������
������
���	��	�*�������
	
�%�
�
,	�����	����
������
�������!������%�������

�����������
��	��������	���������
�����������	��� ��	�������������������
���������
	�������
����
�	��� ��������
�������������
�	��	����
�����
���
�����	��
���
��
������%�#
�������	�
�����2��
�
��
��
�
���	��
������
����������
��������	���
�����
���������������
���������
	���
�	�
���"��	��������������
����
�����	����������
��������
���������
���������
�	��
������� �


�������������������������	���!	����
��
���	����
���	��
����������� �����������
��
������
	���
�����	
���������
�������
�
��	�������	���
���
���	��
������
����
�	���!	�����
�%�,	�
���
�������
���������
�
��

���
���	��
������
��	
��
��
����
	��������
������
��	���!	�����
����
����
����	����
������
����	�
��
�����"�,	�
�
���������7�
���	��
������
����
���� �����
��
������	�������
��	��
����	�
������
���������������������%�/��������
���	��
����������
���	��������������� ����	�
�

����
��������������������������
����
����	�����
�����
�%�,	��������
��
���	��
���������
���������������
�����������
�
��������	��	����
$��� ��
�������
��	��
����������
��	����
��
��
�����
���������
��
	�
�
�� �������
��
�����������������
���
�����
���������
�������

������
�����	��
�������
���	�
�
������������
���������
�


������
��
���
�����������
�.��
	���
�
�%�
� 

By Stephen Pester 

David Burton, Josh Earl, Elijah Bossa, Marcel Amouofo 



WANT TO GET YOUR CREATIVE OUTBURSTS INTO THE 
OG? CONTACT CREATIVE EXPERT OWEN BRICE Y13 ! 

(����� ��%�������(���
��������#��
��
�
��������������
��
���
����%	��	�����)��
���������������������
���������
���)���� �����
�����
�������������
���

������������������	� �
����
���������� ��
���������&���	������
�	����"����������
�������������
����
��������	�
���������
����������	��&�"�����	��

��&���
�&
�*���&���	����
������
�
%������������������
	������������
��#�

�	'�����������	�)	����	

A continuation of Edgar Allen Poe’s 
‘The Tell Tale Heart’ 

What is THE TELL 
TALE HEART 
about? 
�
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Yes, yes, I know, turned into an ant 
and all the rest of it…’ a loud 
crunch came and the door handle 
was abruptly destroyed. The open 
door revealed a black, shiny ant’s 
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The Transformation by Stephen Pester 
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body, from which John, after spit-
ting out a door handle, clearly said: 
 
‘It happened to all of us, but you 
don’t see anybody else using it as an 
excuse to get a day off from work! 
Now hurry up!’ 
 
And with this, he scuttled out of the 
room.  
 
And now the gentle, familiar feeling 
of relief rose within Joseph’s alien 
body. This time welcome and se-
cure. His life wasn’t to be destroyed; 
he wasn’t to be enslaved. Instead, he 
would work with the other ants. 
 
He managed a tentative crawl to-
wards the window, and sure enough, 
man- sized ants were scuttling 
about, squeezing into too narrow 
shop doors of human food. Instead 
of disgust at their inhuman strug-
gles, he began to feel an odd sympa-
thy. Perhaps he could learn to live 
with his odd body. 
 
If only I could learn to walk in it, he 
thought sarcastically, as he struggled 
optimistically towards the door to 
head to work.  

 

The story for this issue was written by me and based on the Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka. This is one of the many 
‘World Literature’ texts studied as part of the IB, an A- level equivalent qualification that includes international texts 
as part of the course. The story parodies the main plot event that famously occurs before the first line (in which it is 
only narrated as something that happened the night before, unnoticed), that is, a human transforming into an animal.  
 
In addition to the story, I have included a short list and description of websites that might help the budding creative 
writers out there over the page... 

TV Tropes (tvtropes.org): 
 

This may seem like an odd choice, but the common features of stories of any 
medium can be a great inspiration for story writing. Once you have your cen-
tral concept for the story, this website can help you develop characters, ideas or 
scenarios.  

LiveJournal 
(livejournal.com): 
 
This general blogging site has communities specific to 
writing, and this can be very helpful to get feedback. 
You can of course publish work there too.  

FanFiction.net: 
 
Although I wouldn’t recommend writing fan fiction (since you aren’t challenging 
youself to be as inventive or creative as possible by inventing your own story from 
scratch) it is still a good way to develop writing skills, and it may be easier to get 
motivated. This is the main website for publishing fan-fiction.  

Authonomy.com: 
 
Here is an excellent opportunity to publish an entire 
story, since the website is catered for amateur writers. 
However, I would only recommend it for the most 
serious or writers, since you need at least 10,000 
words of an original story (i.e. not a fan-fiction) 
available to make a profile.  

How to books: (http://www.howtobooks.co.uk/leisure/writing/creative.asp) 
 
This website gives excellent advice to any budding writers out there. Topics of advice cover: finding plot ideas, 

In addition, many competitions can be entered online, such as the Bridport Prize. However, bare in mind that winning will be very 
difficult with many aspiring writers competing for the same prize. It would be a very good idea to think of this as an ultimate goal, and 
in the meantime improve your writing style, possibly publishing on one of the websites above. You may be charged a fee to enter the 
competitions.  
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10RB tow the line! 

Go on Stephen! 

10JM give it their all! 

Mrs Turner heads her team! 

10HH at their best! 

10RT have fighting spirit! 

10KM are going for it! 

Come on Mrs Barry! 

10FA are looking good! 
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The Schoolboy, by William 
Blake 

Year 12 Do Duffy– Style 
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Here are a couple of lyrical 
liaisons happening in the 
city this summer! 
 

BBC Blast slamming events for under 19s  

BBC Blast SLAMbassadors competition for 

budding poets aged between 11 and 19 has now 

launched! The competition will be running online 

and throughout the Blast summer tour. You can 

find out more about how to enter on the Blast 

website : http://www.bbc.co.uk/blast/editorial/

slambassadors_competition/117587 

 

Book Slam  

Last Thursday of the month 2009  

The British Library 
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Seuss. 

Mrs Seuss 
 

Dinner tonight: 
    
  Green Eggs and Ham. 
Thing One   and  
 Thing Two 
   
 Wouldn’t sit  
    
    
 Down, 
And, well— 
   
 The cat   in the 
 hat 
  Didn’t give  
  a damn. 
My husband came home— 
  I 
 gave him  a grinchy 
frown 
And said 
   “Who do you 
think you are?” 
    

So we ate 
  Thing one spilt his  
     
     Drink 
And  Thing Two 
    Doesn’t like 
 eggs 
 Screamed in anger 
    “I’m stealing 
  Christmas!” 
 And walked out 
     
   Doctor Seuss 
 Wrote  it down- 
   And 
 that’s simply 
     
     It. 
 
 
 
   Owen Brice 12GW 



 Record a song- You really don’t need to 
have expensive equipment to do this.  All it 
takes is a good musician or singer, a cheap pro-
gram such as Mixcraft and a microphone and 
they often give you lots of loops which can be 
used to make backing tracks.  Better still, if you 
don’t want to pay for these programs you can 
get the trials which last 30 days. These songs 
can also be exported as MP3s so you can put 
them on your iPod/ mp3 player. 

Have a Picnic- Its not as boring as it 
might sound all you need is people, 
lots of food, an ipod/mp3 player and 
a speaker. Head out to the nearest 

park put your mp3/ipod on 
shuffle and just enjoy the 
day together (hopefully in 
the sunshine!) 

Tent Party- Mates + Tent in the back 
garden+ Food= a crazy night to re-
member and talk about when you go 
back in September…especially the 
friend who freaked out at every little 
noise throughout the night. 
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Make a Parody or Spoof– Know some-
one that’s good on Movie Maker and has a 
camera? Then team up with them and make a 
comedy version of a song you like with your 
friends as the stars of the video.  Not only 
will it be one of the most memorable things 
you could do that summer, you’ll feel really 
proud when it all comes together.  If you 
think its really good put it on Youtube! 

Iesha  Ridge Myers  



Grab a Day Travel card- You can go all around 
London with one of these, it covers you on the buses, 
train and tube and so there’s no excuse for not seeing 
the most popular sights. If you go after 9.30, the 
ticket is cheaper! 

Go and see a film- Yes that might seem like a really 
obvious idea but this summer there are some top movies 
for release, some already released such as Transformers 2 
and latest Harry Potter film.xexd 

Have a water fight- one of life’s simple pleasures is the humble wa-
ter fight.  It never fails to amuse. 

Bake a Cake– There is a common misconception that only boring girls 
in dresses or old ladies in flowery cardigans make cakes. This is NOT 
TRUE. Baking cakes does not only give you major satisfaction whilst eating 
it...but could be a little business venture you could start up in the summer.   
So don’t think baking is just for women… bake some man cakes and get the 

Summer Uni- there are so many courses 
available for FREE for all different age groups 
up to 19.  If you fancy trying your hand at learn-
ing the basics of radio production, bag making, 
or you would just love a trip to Camber Sands 
beach then ask your tutor for a Summer Uni 
prospectus quickly as places are quickly run-
ning out for the courses they do.!�

Join a Gym- We understand that the last thing you would 
want to do on the hottest day of the year is go to the gym, but 
on those rainy days it can be a perfect way of keeping active 

and if you go with friends its bound to be even more fun.   



Below are some of the most recent weather  tem-
peratures from some of the top holiday destina-
tions.  What’s more,  the South East of the UK 
have beaten all of these at some point throughout 
the week of Monday 29th—Thursday 2nd of July 
09 
 
Los Angeles– 19°C  
New York– 25°C 
Athens 31°C 
Corfu Greece– 30°C 
Sydney Australia– 17°C 
Kingston Jamaica- 31°C 
Malaga– 30°C 
Auckland New Zealand– 13°C 
 

UNITED KINGDOM– 33°C!!!  

The hottest  day ever recorded 

was in El Azizia in Libya.  It 

reached an astonishing 57°C 

which is approximately 136°

F.  It was said that a person 

could crack an egg on the 

pavement and it would cook 

The hottest day 
ever recorded in 
England was in July 2006 
and it reached 36°C (95°F)in 
Surrey.  It is also thought that 
this summer could break the 
record 

In summer people tend to hate 
Mosquito’s because of their abil-
ity to make you swell up in 
places you never knew you 
could!! Like your nose, or the 
back of your arm and even your 
ankle.  
Did you know that Mosquito’s 
tend to prefer blondes to bru-
nettes, prefer children to adults, 
they can smell you from up to 20 
metres away and can detect a 
moving target 18 feet away.  So 
if you thought you could dodge 
them think again! 

Honey Bees beat their wings 11400 

times a minute which is why they 

make a buzzing noise when they fly.   

 

The average honey bee 
only makes one twelfth of 
a teaspoon of honey in its 
lifetime.  



 

Feeling a bit thirsty during those hot Summer days and need something 
yummy to cool you down? How about you try some of these Smoothies 
and Mocktails (cocktails minus alcohol) and get healthy in the process. 

Strawberry Surprise Smoothie 
Ingredients: 

· About 12 Strawberries  

· 1 Ripe Mango  

· Grated zest and juice of 1 lime  

· About 10 ice cubes  

 

Method: Blend until smooth, add a little 
water if you want a thinner consistency. 
 
Serves 2 

Banana-Berry Smoothie 
 

Ingredients: 

· 7 crushed strawberries  

· ½ crushed banana  

· 2 ½ pressed apples  

· dash of freshly squeezed 
orange juice 

  

Method: Blend all the ingredients 
together. 
 
Serves 1 Pineapple Passion Mocktail 

 
Ingredients: 
 

· 4oz Pineapple juice  
· 2 oz Passion fruit juice  
· 1 Tsp. Lemon juice  
· 1 Tsp. Grenadine syrup 
 
Method: Mix All ingredients 
together (with something like 
a cocktail shaker) then add 
crushed ice.   
 
To make it look more inter-
esting add a slice of lime or 
orange and an umbrella! 
 
Serves 1 

Sea Breeze Mocktail  
 
· 3oz of  Grapefruit Juice 
· 3oz of Cranberry Juice 
 
 
Method: Mix together, add 
crushed ice and decorate! 
 
Serves 1 

Mango Lassie 
 
· 1 cup Ice (crushed) 
· 1 cup Pineapple chunks 
· 2 cups Yoghurt 
· 1 Mango  
 
Method: Mix together ingredients, 
add the ice and decorate! 
 
Serves 1 

Traditional Cola Float 
 
· Vanilla Ice Cream 
· Cola 
 
Method: 2 scoops Vanilla ice cream in a tall glass, 
then fill to the top with Cola and enjoy.  Very good on 
a hot day in the sun! 
 
Serves 1 



Is the book a diamond?  
�  = Very poor (Avoid!) �  �  = Not great – read only if bored �  �  �  = Readable, but go to the library for it �  �  �  �  = Fab to read on the beach �  �  �  �  � = Go out and buy this book NOW!  

Book of the term – Summer special!  

‘Daddy Long Legs’ by Jean Webster – �  �  �  �  �   

This book consists of a series of letters, written by an American orphan girl – Judy Abbott. When we first 
meet Judy, she is seventeen years old and still living in the John Grier Home for Orphans. She did well at 
the local high school and one of the trustees at the orphanage offers to pay for her to go to college. However, 
he insists on remaining anonymous and he asks that Judy writes him a letter every month to inform him of 
her progress at college. She is to address him as John Smith and she is to expect no reply. Judy finds this to 
be an odd request, but is happy to comply.  
 
She has a wonderful time at college and the letters take the reader through her journey into adulthood. She 
makes new friends and enjoys learning her studies. She tells her trustee all her stories about college through 
her letters, but yet she knows nothing about him. A ‘wavering, elongated shadow’, once seen, is her only 
clue, and this induces her to call him ‘Daddy Long Legs’ ….  
 
 
Verdict:  I absolutely love this book. It’s a classic, but yet it’s so easy to read. It’s a compelling love story – 
simply a must Valentine’s read! 
 
If you liked this, then check out: ‘Daddy Long Legs’ – there simply is nothing else like it!  

If you want to laugh out loud this summer, then you have to read … 

Description: This is the hilarious Bridget Jones-like diary of 14-year-old Georgia. Like any teenager, 
Georgia has a lot to put up with: a mad sister, a Scottish wildcat as a pet, a possible transvestite dad, a 
mum with a "shelf" and an uncle Eddie who pulled up at her school disco on his motorbike- the one that 
was around when God was a boy. Not to mention a ridiculously dim friend called Jas, the recollection 
of going to a fancy-dress party as a stuffed olive, and a school which makes students wear berets. Team 
that up with the ability to shave off eyebrows, so that you look like an alien, snogging lessons after 
school and general teenage chaos and you get one of the most side splittingly funny books that has been 
written for years. It may not be easy being a teenager, but it sure is a rollercoaster ride and Georgia's 
diary will tell you just that.  
 
Verdict:  One of the most hilarious books I have ever read – guaranteed to make you laugh out loud! 
 
If you liked this then check out: The film, based on this book – ‘Angus, Thongs and Perfect Snog-
ging’! 

‘Angus, Thongs and Full Frontal Snogging’ (Confessions of Georgia Nicholson)  – �  �  �  �  �   
By Louise Rennison  

Description: ‘Daddy Long Legs’ is one of those rare, classic books that is completely unique and I guarantee you won’t be able to guess 
what the book’s about just by looking at the title – there are no creepy crawlies in this story! 



Is the book a diamond?  
�  = Very poor (Avoid!) �  �  = Not great – read only if bored �  �  �  = Readable, but go to the library for it �  �  �  �  = Fab to read on the beach �  �  �  �  � = Go out and buy this book 

The thought-provoking read … 
‘The Declaration’ By Gemma Malley – �  �  �  �  �  

Description: ‘The Declaration’ opens in the year 2140. Scientists have cured death 
through the form of Longevity drugs. With limited food and fuel resources, waste has 
become a serious crime and the worst crime of all is having a child. The main character, 
fourteen year old Anna is one of these children. She is housed at Grange Hall where she 
and other Surpluses are taught that the most they can ever hope for is a harsh life of 
service to make amends for their very existence. All Surpluses must strive to one day 
become a Valuable Asset. Anna is a faultless Surplus and she is well on her way to one 
day becoming a Valuable Asset. That is, until new Surplus Peter comes along and be-
gins to challenge everything she has ever known . . .  
 
Verdict:  Unique, poignant, thought-provoking, tackling issues which are very relevant 
to young people in today’s society – Get reading! 
 
If you liked this, then check out: ‘The Resistance’ by Gemma Malley – sequel to ‘The 
Declaration’  

The feel-good book … 
‘Ruby Holler’ By Sharon Creech – �  �  �  

Description: Dallas and Florida 
are identical twins, who live in 
the Boxton Creek Orphanage. 
They’ve lived there longer than 
any of the other children, so they 
know all the rules, but they also 
know all the punishments. Dal-
las and Florida look set to stay 
in the orphanage for good, until 
an elderly couple - Tiller and 
Sairy, who live a quiet life in 
Ruby Holler, decide to adopt the 
unruly duo. The unlikely four-
some then embark on a mysteri-
ous journey together. But when 
the mischievous twins acciden-
tally discover Tiller and Sairy's 
secret understone funds (boxes 
with money inside them, hidden in the holler), things start to get 
very complicated...  
 
Verdict:  An enchanting, imaginative story that truly captures the 
feeling of magic.  
 
If you liked this, then check out: ‘Heartbeat’ by Sharon Creech  

The tearjerker … 
‘Before I die’ By Jenny Downham – �  �  �  �  

Description: With only 
months left to live, sixteen 
year old Tessa makes a list 
of things she wants to ex-
perience before she dies. 
This book tells the story of 
her journey to accomplish 
everything on her list, be-
fore leukaemia eventually 
takes her away.  Tessa 
keeps going throughout the 
whole book; she never stops 
fighting her illness and she 
stays determined to tick off 
the final point on her list. 
She’s a bolshy and defiant 
character, but as the story 
develops, so does Tessa and 
as she crosses each point off her list, the reader learns some-
thing new about her. By the end of the book, she shows raw 
emotion and is truly angry about the unfairness of her heart-
breaking situation.  
 
Verdict:  This book is real, deep, strong and eloquent, but most 
importantly –it’s beautiful.  
 
If you liked this, then check out: ‘That Summer’ by Sarah 
Dessen  



What Walton’s Watching - “I’m not trying to persecu te you for liking bad films,  
  I’m just trying to expand your taste.”  

CINEMA Public Enemies (2009)  
 
 

Public Enemies is by no means a bad film, 
but it is also not really a very good film. De-
spite this I feel it deserved more than just 4 
other people besides myself going to see it 
on its opening day in Sutton Empire. Being 
Michael Mann’s first film as director since 
Miami Vice (2006) and Collateral (2004) has 
meant that there has been a general build up 
of critical expectation to see a smart, slick 
and intelligent action thriller in Public Ene-
mies, and in some respects he does delivers 
that. In other respects however the film is a 
slight disappointment in that its plot, despite 
being based loosely on real events, really has 
nothing much original to offer and nothing 
that hasn’t already been done better before. 
If there is one thing that can be praised and 
criticised in equal measure however, it is 
Mann’s innovative and pioneering use of 
digital video in the film, which follows on 
from his previous two films production style. 
Set in 1933, the film follows the crimes and 
downfall of the notorious American Bank 
Robber John Dillinger (Johnny Depp) who, 
along with his entourage of other culturally 
immortalised criminals of the era (including 
Baby Face Nelson and Homer Van Meter), 
attempts to evade the pursuing lawmen of 
the burgeoning FBI. It is essentially a very 
simple plot, based on the book by Bryan 
Burrough ‘Public Enemies: America's 
Greatest Crime Wave and the Birth of the 
FBI, 1933–34’. A very matter of fact title for 
a very matter of fact film. The film opens on 
a bleak image of widescreen Midwestern 
American desolation, which reflects the 
desolation of the prison in which Dillinger 
first finds himself. This image however is 
shattered by the outbreak of one of Dillin-
ger’s many daring prison breaks and as the 
ensuing chaos eventually leads to a brutally 
realistic shoot out between the guards and 
the escapees, we see one of Dillinger’s close 
associates being mortally wounded. As the 
getaway car speeds off we see the image of 
Dillinger’s hand grasping on to the hand of 
his friend who is eventually forced to let go 
and slips away into the distance. This is an 
effective image no doubt, however only per-
haps if it hadn’t already been used countless 
times already and become nothing but a 
throwaway cliché. And in fact it is this kind 
of overused imagery that mars the film over-
all. What follows is two parallel stories of 
both the exploits of Dillinger and the frus-
trated and largely foiled attempts of FBI 
agent Melvin Purvis (Christian Bale) to both 
catch and convict him. This leads to a series 
of tense standoffs between the two dominat-
ing male characters who are both fighting for 
survival in the face of adversity: Dillinger 
against Purvis and Purvis against the govern-
mental forces threatening to destroy the FBI 
as they fail to cross off the criminals on their 
public enemies list.  
 
 

Both leads give good performances as deter-
mined and ruthlessly ambitious, but compas-
sionate figureheads of the two opposing 
sides of law and criminality. 
 
Mann’s use of digital video gives the film a 
stark realism however has the detrimental 
effect of making it appear slightly anachro-
nistic considering its 1930’s setting. Al-
though this gives it a innovative and effec-
tively audience-involving sense of immedi-
acy, in some ways it feels as if could have 
been made just as effectively with film stock 
and could also have retained the more fin-
ished look of conventional film. It’s very 
hard to exactly identify why digital video 
isn’t as attractive as normal film because the 
differences between the two are only subtle. 
What I personally dislike about it however is 
the documentary like wobbly camera style 
which is at times distracting and is also 
heightened by the motion blur in the rapid 
scenes of movement. However, what digital 
video offers the film which film can’t is very 
impressive high definition portrait and close 
up shots and versatility in both colour and 
lighting which lends to the compelling real-
ism of the cinematography.    
Despite the realism though, it still feels 
slightly superficial and glossy. The shallow 
romance plot between Dillinger and Evelyn 
Frechette (Marion Cotillard) plays on the 
whole cliché of good girl gone bad for the 
sake of a criminal who instantly falls in love 
with her and tries to protect, however leads 
her instead into danger through his crimes.  
Despite the unromantic portrayal of the des-
picable crimes of the anti-heroes, the film 
follows the same path treaded hundreds of 
times before. Predictably, it creates a glori-
fied aura of honour and pop culture respect 
for the supposedly idolised Dillinger which 
feels unjust due to the lack of sympathy built 
up for the character. There is one point how-
ever that does explore the circumstances of 
the Depression era criminal. At one point 
Dillinger forces his way into the hotel coat-
room where his new ‘girl’ works in order to 
save her from her menial job and give her 
the better life she deserves. As he does she 
protests “I don’t even know anything about 
you” to which he replies: “I was raised on a 
farm in Mooresville, Indiana. My momma 
died when I was 3, my daddy beat the hell 
out of me cause he didn't know no better 
way to raise me. I like baseball, movies, 
good clothes, fast cars... and you. What else 
you need to know?” Depp’s emotionless 
delivery and self acknowledgment of Dillin-
ger’s hopeless past and fulfillment through 
crime is perhaps the most honest attempt to 
get into the mindset of a criminal with little 
more than a destructive taste for impulsive 
fulfillment. 
In the meticulously set up final execution of 
Dillinger by FBI agents outside a Chicago 
Theatre slow motion shots are used to create 
a striking sequence of a ‘noble’ death in  
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

a similar vein to the final shots of the revolu-
tionary Bonnie and Clyde (1967) of 40 
 years ago. The fact that this is so comparable 
to the film that epitomises the 1930’s outlaw 
crime-wave and the fact that there already ex-
ists a well received 1973 film called Dillinger, I 
believe supports the fact that the film lacks any 
real ingenuity.  
 
Overall the film is really an inconsequential 
and routine work that will no doubt be very 
much forgotten within a couple of months de-
spite the initial critical praise, mainly I suspect 
due to the fact that it was a film that never 
really needed to be made. In that, I mean, that 
perhaps with Mann’s skill as a director and the 
collaboration with such fine actors and produc-
tion teams, he should have instead focused his 
attention towards a project with more imagina-
tive input as opposed to the rather unremark-
able story of John Dillinger. Despite this Public 
Enemies is definitely worth seeing if not for the 
well crafted but predictable story, then at least 
for Michael Mann’s radical use of brilliant new 
techniques of film making and pure action en-
tertainment.  



Barry Lyndon (1975) –  
 
 
‘Barry Lyndon’ is often cited as Stanley Kubrick’s underrated mas-
terpiece due to its esoteric nature which some claim appeals only to 
Kubrick fans or those interested in 18th century European history 
and society. I would not say that this is strictly true, as the film has 
a much wider appeal in terms of its unconventionally epic story, 
based on the book ‘The Luck of Barry Lyndon’ by William Make-
peace Thackeray; the unintentionally compelling charm of the 
film’s antihero Redmond Barry, played by Ryan O’Neal, and the 
grandeur of the immaculately produced sets, costumes and scenery 
which all work together to create a realisation of a visionary’s cine-
matic concept. However, in order to fully appreciate the film as it 
deserves to be, the viewer must first get beyond Kubrick’s, imper-
sonal, some say “emotionless” directing and the brilliant but monu-
mentally slow pace which is maintained throughout the films entire 
3 hours. Because of sheer scale of the film and its ambition it is a 
hard film to review and do justice to.   
            The story is, from the point of view of it’s publication in 
1844, a picaresque novel, a literary genre in which a lowly unde-
serving rogue acquires great success or fortune through the faults of 
society. Stanley Kubrick’s interpretation of this in his screenplay 
retains the fundamental theme, however digresses from the book’s 
satirical social commentary and instead takes on an impartial obser-
vation of the rise and fall of an immoral, opportunistic and disre-
gardful character. It begins in Barry’s homeland of Ireland in the 
1750’s during the time of British occupation and fear of foreign 
invasion from France during the Seven Years War. The film opens 
with an exceptionally brief prologue introducing the viewer to the 
nature of the settings era. In this, the voice of a third person omnis-
cient narrator enters in a retrospective, melancholy and grand tone 
describing whereby Redmond Barry (Ryan O’Neill) inherited his 
family’s disposition of a lowly gentry class. The first scene of 
Barry’s father’s death during a pistol duel acts as a foreshadowing 
of his fate as well as satirizing the 18th century sense of honour. 
When we do in fact see Barry, there is no introduction, build up or 
explanation, but instead it opens immediately on the first of his in-
tense convictions and ever-changing loyalties which take place in 
the film. This takes the form of his late adolescent infatuation with 
his first cousin Nora whom at first professes great love for him, 
however after the arrival of an English Officer abandons him for a 
man of considerable wealth to pay the family’s debts. Barry’s fool-
ish fearlessness however leads him into confrontation with the Offi-
cer, John Quinn (Leonard Rossiter), in a pistol duel in which he 
wins however is tricked by his cousins in that the round he fires is 
in fact a piece of cloth. And thus begins his adventure throughout 
Europe as he is forced to flee his home believing he is now a 
wanted man.  
The film is divided into two sections, the first being: ‘By What 
Means Redmond Barry Acquired the Style and Title of Barry Lyn-
don.’ It is in this first section that we see Barry fall foul of highway 
robbers, join the English army and be forced to fight in Europe 
against the Austro-French Coalition forces. After deserting his posi-
tion disguised as an Officer he is soon picked up by an un-fooled 
allied Prussian Officer where he is arrested and placed in their army 
instead. It is here he gains commendation in the field and is enlisted 
to spy on an Irish ‘Chevalier’ for the Prussians, however overcome 
with homesickness and the prospect of an Irish companion, he in-
stead defends Le Chevalier and assists his devious gambling tour of 
the grand courts of Europe. His ascension to the service of Nobility 
then leads him to enter the ostentatious ranks of the English Aris-
tocracy by his marriage to the beautiful widow Lady Lyndon 
(Marisa Berenson). After adopting his wife’s name, he then reaches 
the pinnacle of his success and wealth, where from this point on his 
excesses and roguish behavior lead him only to destruction and 
ruin. And so at this point it enters part two entitled: ‘Containing an 
Account of the Misfortunes and Disasters Which Befell Barry Lyn-
don.’ These misfortunes and disasters take the form of his profligate 
nature, his disregard and disloyalty for his wife and the tragic death 
of his only son, after which the destruction of his family  
 
 

 
 
 
 
and his alcoholism further ruins him. In his weakest state he is then 
challenged to a duel by his vengeful stepson, and heir to his wife’s 
fortune, who demands satisfaction for the insult, he has caused his 
 family. In the final scene which echoes the first, Barry is wounded 
by a pistol shot to the leg after which he is left crippled, penniless 
and broken with only his mother by his side.  
The nature of Barry’s character is something Kubrick wants to dis-
play to us as a contradicting perplexity. He is at times noble, brave 
and intensely loving and at others disrespectful and violent, whilst 
at all times retaining a charming aura of modesty. Kubrick’s direct-
ing style is minimalist and distant, with very few close up shots 
which allow the viewer an impartial opinion on the characters and 
their actions. Despite this, we are still made to support Barry and 
feel his emotional changes through the film and despite an unde-
served rise to wealth; there is no reason beside his etiquette that he 
deserves it any less than any other rich noble of the time. Rather 
than his rise, it is his fall from grace that is far more interesting. He 
is clearly a selfish and corrupted individual, however his tragic 
downfall brought on by himself seems far too harsh, especially the 
loss of his only son whom he cherishes most of all in the world. His 
suffering wife and outspoken stepson, Lord Bullingdon, are shown 
as mere transient characters inhabiting Barry’s world which is simi-
lar to how he views them himself and so when his wife attempts 
suicide and his stepson challenges him to his fate, there is little 
emotion felt for either of them, but instead is felt for Barry and his 
loss.                   
Kubrick’s talent does not lie only in the masterful story, however 
can be seen in every scene in the production. The illustrious palaces 
of 18th century Europe are recreated to the minute detail and even 
the lighting at night is entirely candlelit, creating a spectral beauty 
in the orange glow of the powdered faces and wigs as well as the 
shadows cast upon the elegant interiors. For this candle lighting 
effect, he had Nasa developed lenses crafted to fit his cameras in 
order not to underexpose the film. Kubrick captures subtle details in 
every shot from the depth and focus of the cloudy sky as Barry 
rides through Ireland to the moonlight on the faces of Lady Lyndon 
and Barry as they slowly meet for the first time. Every image of the 
film retains striking use of colour in costume, location and props 
and Kubrick’s obsessive insistence on finding the perfect shots led 
to a 300 day principal photography period. Despite the labour it 
won four Oscars for Art direction, costumes, cinematography and 
music score. Indeed the music of the film is inextricably linked with 
the films mood, and the Baroque and Classical era score gives the 
film its perfect contextual atmosphere which pervades every scene, 
carrying both the story and the films unique style. The two most 
iconic pieces which are now synonymous with the film are Leonard 
Rosenman’s reinterpretation of Frederic Handel’s majestic 
‘Sarabande’ and the hypnotic lull of Schubert’s ‘Piano Trio in E-
Flat’. 
            It is as with many perfect films impossible to adequately 
translate the experience of watching the film to words, and so the 
only way to appreciate the sheer scale and achievement of the film 
is to watch it for yourself. Kubrick’s ability to recreate the period in 
which it is set is sheer genius on both his part and on the many peo-
ple who assisted in its creation. This film is both a technical 
achievement and of course an achievement of epic narrative propor-
tions which lies with Thackeray, and the typicality of such stories 
of rags-to-riches are completely undermined by a film which breaks 
the conventions of film and creates a unique and unforgettable chal-
lenge of the mind and the senses. It’s difficult to be more praising 
of ‘Barry Lyndon’ and I believe that what is a sometimes unappre-
ciated film, deserves the status of a classic, be it one that maintains 
a relatively specific audience.  

Walton's Choice 



Walton's Choice  

Reviewer’s Top 5 of the Month :                   
 
1. 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968) -                          
 
2. Lolita (1962) -  
 
3. The Shining (1980) -        
 
4. A Clockwork Orange (1971) -        
 
5. Doctor Strangelove (1964) -
   

Revolutionary Road (2009) 
  

Sam Mendes’s Revolutionary Road is one of those films that has the 
potential to have been something highly praised, respected and popu-
lar, however as is often the case it just misses the mark of excellence, 
nevertheless stays firmly above the line of mediocrity. The film, 
which is based on the 1961 Richard Yates novel of the same name, 
focuses on the lives of a young, idealistic and passionate couple in the 
mid 1950’s who lose their spontaneity and motivation due to the pres-
sures of conventional society and family life. 
 
Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet star as Frank and April 
Wheeler, a couple who have progressed from the initial optimism of 
their relationship to a stage of mutual detachment which is made ines-
capable by their marriage. We see flashbacks of them at the peak of 
their relationship and see their passionate conviction and aspirations 
to the dreams that each hold and their desire not to drift into unsatis-
fied insignificance in later life. Though of course, this is where both 
end up. Frank becomes trapped in an uninspiring job and April is re-
stricted to her menial domestic functions as a mother and housewife. 
We see that the attractive, suburban, middle class facade, which as the 
now clichéd theme goes, in fact hides under it the ugly disintegration 
of their relationship. Despite the originality of this theme in 1961, 
today it is fairly commonly covered, such as in Sam Mendes’s 
‘American Beauty’, which to some extent limits the impact of the 
film.  
 
As the film progresses April develops the ambition to move to Paris 
to fulfil the couples past desire and escape their current tedium. Frank 
is initially sceptical and then acceptant, and their relationship receives 
a temporary revitalisation; however Frank’s corruption by the point-
less motivations of his job ultimately destroy what little repair is 
made. In amidst this, we are introduced to John Givings (Played by 
Michael Shannon), the son of the Wheeler’s traditional neighbours, 
who has been deemed psychiatrically unfit. We learn that this is due 
to his lack of inhibition in voicing his opinions and so his ability to 
understand their desires lead to him being the only character they can 
relate to. The plot is set up for a fascinating study into 1950’s emo-
tional repression; however it just falls short of this.  
 
The main problem with the film is that it doesn’t allow the audience 
to engage enough with the characters. This is due to lack of develop-
ment in their backgrounds, which are only briefly touched upon in the 
case of Frank and not at all with April. Because of this lack of knowl-
edge and connection with the characters, the audience is left unable to 
feel a huge amount of sympathy. However Mendes’s skilful cinematic 
manipulation succeeds over this flaw with his emotive directing. With 
this in mind, it is a very well made film with flawless set designs, 
beautiful cinematography and a well constructed ending with a slow 
build up of dread in the progression of the relationship which ends in 
the inevitable destruction of the two.  

 
 
 
Michael Shannon’s character is interesting and insightful; however he 
is so underdeveloped and unrealistic that his character feels more like 
a plot device called upon at random intervals to explain the couple’s 
feelings to the audience, who are already well aware of them.  
Both DiCaprio and Winslet show real conviction in their perform-
ances; however the fairly vague screenplay, which is laboured with 
melodramatic dialogue undermines this slightly. However, having 
never read the novel, I cannot comment on the success of it’s transla-
tion to screen. Thomas Newman’s score is very emotive and evoca-
tive of mood especially the title theme; however is too derivative of 
‘American Beauty’ and his previous scores to be truly exceptional. 
What really stands out about the film however and prevents it from 
drifting into 3 star obscurity, is the emotional impact of the tragic 
denouement. It’s warning against selfishness, settling into domestic 
life too early and it’s highlighting of inequality of female control in 
marriages of the 1950’s are also effectively brought out, however are 
not as convincing as the film perhaps thinks it is. Despite all its flaws, 
it’s almost impossible not to appreciate ‘Revolutionary Road’ and its 
ambition, however those looking for romantic drama with a satisfying 
ending of reconciliation will be very disappointed, so be warned. It’s 
definitely not a happy film.  

DVD 

For those of you over 15 and interested in film this summer, then you should 
check out Film Four Summer Screening at Somerset House where they will 
be screening such films as Slumdog Millionaire and Indian Jones: Raiders of 

the Lost Ark! 
 
 
Showing Between 
 

30th July— 
8th August 
 

Book now at: www.somersethouse.org.uk/film  



 

 

£15, www.segy.co.uk 
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£18, New Look 

£60, Topshop 
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£40, Dorothy Perkins 

Cutaway heels 

This embellished number is 
certainly an eye catcher, 

especially when worn with a 
glowing summer tan. 

£65, Lipsy 

Jeggings 

These statement heels will 
add a touch of glam to even 
your most boring outfit. If 
you can walk in them that is. 

£10.99, www.missguided.co.uk 

The latest celebrity trend to the high 
street is the jegging. The mix between a 
pair of jeans and leggings gives a more 
comfortable denim alternative in the hot 
summer months. 

£20, Topshop 

£22, Miss Selfridge 



 

 

£18, Burton 
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One To Watch  

For a stylish mix of smart casual head down to 
small male store The Projekt, at the bottom of 
Sutton high street. They stock a high quality 
range of clothes and accessories that rival even 
the likes of Topman. 

£12, Topman 

Stripes 

£14, Topman 

Stripes are all over every catwalk this summer so try and 
pop them into your outfit as regularly as possible to stay on 

trend. Additionally, by going for a multi-coloured stripe 
design, like this Topman t-shirt, simple jeans and t-shirts are 

instantly livened up. 

£59, Littlewoods 

£25, Burton 

These cuffed shorts are great for the hot-
ter days and can be worn to nearly all of 

your summer parties and barbeques. 
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£30, Topman 



August 
barbeque 
beach 
breeze 
fan 
fun 
hamburgers 
heat 
hotdogs 
humidity   
reruns 
shade 
storms 
summer 
sunburn 

ice cream 
July 
June 
lemonade 
lightning 
lotion 
mountains 
perspiration 
picnic 
pool  
sunglasses 
suntan 
swimming 
thunder 
vacation  
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Celebrity Eyes answers: Scarlett Johannsen, Jay-Z, Sarah Jessica Parker, Simon Cowell 


