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The Department for Education defines Looked After Children and 
previously Looked After Children as: 
 
 
A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after but 
immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption, child 
arrangements, or special guardianship order  including those who appear [to 
the admission authority] to have been in state care outside of England and 
ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted. A looked after child 
is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services 
functions (see the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989).  
 
 


