
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Friday 15th December 2023 
Message from the Headteacher 
 
As we come to the end of the long Autumn term, 
this is a perfect time to reflect on all the positives 
we have seen in these three months. The 
introduction of the new facial recognition 
technology in the canteen and the lanyards for 
students has gone very smoothly. The Year 11s sat 
their mock exams and were highly praised for the 
mature manner in which they did these. We have 
had a number of trips, including to the National 
Archives, Sutton Life Centre, the BFI and the 
National Gallery, as well as the Geography field 
trips to Guildford and the Olympic Park. There 
have been lots of House activities such as the 
talent show, staff bake off and the Christmas card 
competition. We have also undertaken charitable 
activities – the staff coffee morning for Macmillan 
Cancer support, the Christmas Jumper Day for 
Save the Children and our collection for Sutton 
foodbank. This week we have had the Year 7 Carol 
Concert and the Christmas Show. And of course, 
there has been lots of learning in lessons, with the 
vast majority of our students meeting the four 
expectations every day. All of this is possible due 
to the dedicated and hard-working staff and 
students, so thank you to all of them. 
  
The highlight of my week, each week, has been 
meeting the students invited to Hot Chocolate 
Friday. It is a privilege to be able to recognise the 
positive contributions of our students and 
acknowledge the kindness and support they give 
to their peers, and I look forward to continuing to 
do this next term. 
Miss C Auger 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lastly, I would like to say a thank you to you. The 
support of parents and carers is vital for helping 
our students to progress. No school is perfect – we 
know we do not always get things right, but by 
working in partnership we can do our best to 
support and encourage our students to achieve 
their best. 
 
Whatever you do over these coming two weeks, I 
wish you a happy and peaceful time.  
 

Uniform and Equipment Reminder 
We have a significant proportion of students 
coming to school with no bag and/or no 
equipment for lessons. Please can you ensure that 
your child has a bag and the necessary stationery 
in January, to include pens, pencils, ruler, rubber, 
sharpener, coloured pencils and a calculator. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to 
remind you and our students of the uniform rules 
with regards to nails, piercings and coloured hair, 
as we know that holidays are a time where these 
are done. Students are only allowed one pair of 
stud earrings and no other body piercings, no false 
nails and no non-natural hair colours, and 
sanctions will be issued if these are seen in school. 
 

Canteen Theft 
It is disappointing that there are a small minority 
of students who think it is acceptable to take food 
and drink without paying from the canteen.  
 
The canteen is an independent business. If items 
continue to be taken in this way, the outcome will 
be an increase in prices to cover the losses. 
 
Anyone caught doing this will be given an 
automatic hour detention and will be issued with 
a 5 day ban from using the canteen and a letter will 
be sent home to parents. 
 



Design and Technology Student of the 
Month 
Congratulations to Millie in Year 7 for being 
awarded Design and Technology Student of the 
Month for November. 
 
Millie has produced excellent and creative work in 
her recent Structures module. Congratulations 
and keep up the good work! 
Miss Harker, Head of D&T 
 

End of Term Arrangements 
Term finishes on Thursday 21st December at 
12.15pm. All five lessons will run, but will be 
shorter. 
The last day of term will NOT be a Mufti Day, you 
will be expected to be in school in full school 
uniform as usual. 
We return to school on Monday 8th January 2024. 
 

Library News 
Autumn term for the library has been busy!   
 
It is increasingly popular at break and lunchtime 
with students borrowing books, using the 
computers to study, reading in groups at the tables 
or on the comfy chairs.  We are well on our way to 
reaching 1500 book loans between September 
and December!   
 
This term has also seen the successful introduction 
of ‘Whisper Wednesday’ to ensure that there is 
dedicated silent time for students to work or read 
without distraction. We have also celebrated 
National Poetry Day and Black History Month with 
displays and activities. 
 
Year 7 are enjoying their allocated library lessons 
in which they have had an induction to explore the 
library through a ‘book treasure hunt’, a ‘book 
tasting’ session to highlight the range of texts 
available and an introduction to genre.  
 
A new reading challenge has been launched this 
month: ‘Genre Explorer’!  This challenge 
encourages students to read outside their 
preferred authors and genres. Students will read 
10 books over the course of the year, gaining a 
stamp for each book they read.  When the card is 
completed, students receive Satchel points and a 

stationery prize or bookmark. The launch of this 
challenge has been very popular. 
 
IMPORANT NOTICE 
Please could students return all books to the 
library by the end of term (Thursday 21st 
December) in order to carry out a ‘stocktake’ of 
the books during the first week back of the 
holidays (the library will be closed for this.)  There 
have been instances of books being taken from the 
library without being checked out first, so if any of 
these are found at home, please do return them to 
the library desk or the book drop box.  Thank you. 
 
Mrs Robb 
Librarian/LRC Co-ordinator 
 

Dates for the Diary 
 
Thursday 21st December – early finish at 12.15 for 
end of term.   
 

ParentPay 
Over the Christmas holidays could we ask all 
parents and carers to please check their child’s 
balances on ParentPay to ensure there are 
sufficient funds for use in the canteen in the New 
Year.  You can also buy replacement lanyards 
under school equipment and make a comment in 
the notes section.  A full lanyard costs £2 and a 
plastic wallet is £1.   

 
Access to the school via the gate at 
Overton Park 
A reminder that the back gate is only open for 
access in the mornings and is not an access point 
for students during the school day or after school.  
 

Hot Chocolate Moment   
 
 
 
 
Hot Chocolate Friday - is to recognise students 
who behave impeccably all the time. They are 
nominated by staff and are invited to have Hot 
Chocolate in Miss Treagus’ office at tutor time on 
Friday. 
The following students are nominated for 
today’s Hot Chocolate! 
 



Stan in Year 10 for helping others when the buses 
were rerouted. 
Aryan in Year 9 for helping his classmate with 
translations and understanding the work in RE. 
Maddie in year 10 for a massive improvement in 
her effort in RE since year 9. 
Alesha in Year 10 for excellent effort in English 
(Poetry)! 
Viana in Year 7 who has only recently joined the 
school and has really started to progress in her 
English when communicating with staff and 
students. She has got herself fully involved in the 
dance performance for the Xmas production and 
is very enthusiastic. 
Vania in Year 8 for preserving with tennis over the 
term even though she finds it difficult. The coach 
commended her on her effort and motivation as 
often she was the only girl in the group and 
surrounded by much louder boys! 
Lorea in Year 7 for excellent RE homework. 
Caleb in Year 7 for excellent RE homework. 
Ian in Year 10 for excellent behaviour in form. 
Andreas in Year 10 for excellent behaviour in 
form. 
Pritika in Year 10 for excellent behaviour in form. 

 
House News 

 
Christian Union – Foodbank 
On Wednesday, a group of Overton Grange 
Christian Union students were involved in a 
community action project. They put together 
Christmas hampers, full of treats, toys, gifts and 
food supplies to be distributed to Foodshop 
customers, people in our local community who will 
benefit from a bit of extra help at Christmas time. 
The students carried and organised bags of 
donations, thoughtfully compiled the hampers, 
faffed about with the cellophane and ribbons and 
then carried the (quite heavy!) hampers from the 

Salvation Army church to the Foodshop in the St 
Nicholas Centre. 
 
There, we learned how the Foodshop works. It 
provides food support to people on low incomes, 
as well as helping with other areas such as legal 
advice and emotional support. The Foodshop is 
one part of Sutton Community Works, a charity 
whose motto is ‘faith in action’ and Shweta, the 
manager, explained that the Foodshop relies on a 
large team of volunteers from local churches to 
run. It was very sad to hear about how many 
people struggle with food poverty in Sutton but 
interesting and also inspiring to hear about how 
people like Shweta are working to help people out 
of poverty. Mrs Buxton immediately recruited her 
to come to talk to students about careers in the 
charity sector. 
 
In all, twelve hampers packed by OG CU students 
will go out to individuals, couples and families. It 
was a good experience to, in a small way, put our 
faith in to action by blessing our local community. 
Well done, all of you. 
Mrs Fast 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Christmas Jumper Day 
 

 
 



 
 
Christmas Card Competition 
The Christmas Card Competition was a huge hit 
this year with lots of entries.  It was a difficult 
decision to choose a winner!  The entries are on 
display on the house boards in the main mall.  
Congratulations to Daphne in Year 11 for her 
winning entry which will also be used as the school 
e-card this year.  Thank you to everyone who 
entered. 
Mrs Buxton, House Co-ordinator 
 

 
 

 
 



Please sign up to the MY Ed app for all 
communications from the school and which also 
shows you up to date information about all 
aspects of your child’s school life  
www.myedschoolapp.com 

  
 
Medical Needs  
 
Please note the following from our medical needs 
policy (full copy on school website):  
 
Parents and carers are responsible for alerting the 
school to any medical needs and conditions for their 
child. It is also the responsibility of parents and carers 
to alert the school to any changes to their child’s 
medical needs. 
 
Short term medical needs 
Where possible all medicines should be administered 
at home.  In the case of antibiotics doctors should be 
requested to prescribe medicine that can be issued at 
home three times a day (i.e. before school, 
immediately after school and at bedtime). Prescription 
medicines should only be brought to school where it 
would be detrimental to a student’s health if it were 
not administered during the school day.  
 
Long term medical needs 
It is the responsibility of parents/carers to inform the 
school of any long-term medical needs and to ensure 
that the appropriate consent forms are completed and 
returned to school. It is also the responsibility of 
parents/carers to alert the school to any changes in 

their child’s needs and changes in the administration of 
medication.  
 
It only requires the consent of one parent to agree or 
to request that medicines are administered.  

 
If your child’s medical needs have changed, or we need 
to make any changes to your child’s health care plan, 
please contact Mrs Pepper at school: 
 
r.pepper@overtongrange.sutton.sch.uk 
 

Personal details 
If you have a change of contact details or medical 
needs, please ensure that the school is informed by 
email at office@overtongrange.sutton.sch.uk.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sutton and Merton Immunisation Team have 
asked us to share the following information with you: 

 
Thursday 14th December – clinic time:2.30pm – 6pm 
Sutton Life centre  
4 Alcorn Cl, Sutton  
SM3 9PX 
This is a walk in clinic for Sutton & Merton schools for 
Reception to year 11, SEN children ( till their 18th 
birthday)  and home educated children living in 
Sutton/ Merton borough. 
No appointments needed, there may be a bit of 
waiting, depending on how busy the clinic is. 
Parents can consent on the day 

 

http://www.myedschoolapp.com/
http://www.myedschoolapp.com/
mailto:r.pepper@overtongrange.sutton.sch.uk
mailto:office@overtongrange.sutton.sch.uk
http://www.myedschoolapp.com


 
 

 
 
The Winter HAF programme returns for the 
Christmas break - Thursday 21st December until 
5th January 2024 (bank holidays and weekends 
not included).  
 
The Winter offer is for children aged 5- 16 years 
old on benefits-related free school meals to access 
free fun activities with a nutritious meal provided 
at each session for 4 days over the two week 
Christmas break. It will have a range of exciting 
activities, from arts, theatre, multi-sports, winter 
themed trips, skill based workshops for secondary 
ages and much more! 
 
 



 
 

After School Tennis Club, Spring 
Term 2023  

For Overton Grange pupils at Sutton 
Tennis & Squash Club (LTA Surrey Club 
Of The Year) 

We are delighted to offer these sessions for 
year 8 & 9 pupils on Mondays at 3.45pm, 

starting on 15th January. The sessions will 
be organised and coached by Head Tennis 
Coach, Karl Stowell. Karl is an LTA qualified 

level 5 tennis coach. Pupils will walk to 
Sutton Tennis & Squash Club, which is a 10-

15 minute (0.5 mile) walk from school. 
 

Please see 
www.suttontenniscoaching.com/overton for 
further details and to book. Places are 

limited so please book early to avoid 
disappointment. 
 
I am delighted to hear from the Tennis Club 

that Vania in Year 8 was awarded a prize on 
the last day from last term for her attitude, 

attendance and perseverance - 
Congratulations! 
 
Ms Amy Eggleton, PE Teacher 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.suttontenniscoaching.com/overton/


  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Nut Free School 
 
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction and is life-
threatening.  Symptoms include breathing difficulties, 
fainting, swelling and a red, raised itchy rash.  We have 
a number of students who have nut allergies and 
therefore aim to be a nut-free school.  We would ask 
parents/carers, staff and students to support us with 
this by not bringing nuts or nut based products to 
school.  This includes Kinder Bueno! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


