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Numeracy and Literacy 

Numeracy, along with Literacy, is the key to improving learning and raising standards 

in all three Key Stages. We believe students will benefit from a consistency of 

approach and the links made across the curriculum. We recognise a need to ensure 

practice is embedded within all departments enabling improvement in these skills.  

We believe that all teachers share responsibility for the teaching of numeracy and 

literacy across the curriculum, in partnership with parents. 

 

Numeracy 

Students will emerge with a better ability to describe, explain and justify their 

thinking, become more confident in using numbers in context and handling data, be 

more accurate in their graphical skills and in the use of measurements, and develop 

the ability to apply numerical understanding and skills confidently thus enabling them 

to solve problems in a variety of curriculum contexts and enter the numerical 

demands of adulthood with confidence.  

 

Overton Grange Students should be able to 

 Carry out basic calculations 

 Use mental arithmetic, calculators and technology when appropriate 

 Understand units of length, mass, capacity and time 

 Use mathematical form such as tables, graphs, charts and coordinates 

 Have skills in estimation, approximation, quantity and value 

 Understand probability and risk 

 Read meters, dials and scales 

 Have financial awareness; manage and budget money 
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Literacy 

Students will emerge with competent literacy skills, enabling them to continue after 

their schooling as confident and articulate communicators, fully prepared to enter the 

adult world; enabling them to read, understand and access examination materials so 

that they are able to achieve their potential; developing their abilities to think and 

learn. 

 

Overton Grange Students should be able to 

 Read for information, understanding & inference 

 Write with technical accuracy and composition 

 Develop their spoken language 

 Develop their listening skills 

 Develop their vocabulary 
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SMSC 

In Year 11, the school promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

of all pupils through the teaching of Citizenship, Geography and Religious Education 

as well as through other formal subjects in the curriculum; supported by assemblies, 

tutor group work, enrichment and activity days and visiting speakers.  

 

Spiritual:  

Explore beliefs and experience; respect faiths, feelings and values; enjoy learning 

about oneself, others and the surrounding world; use imagination and creativity; 

reflect. 

 

Moral:  

Recognise right and wrong; respect the law; understand consequences; investigate 

moral and ethical issues; offer reasoned views. 

 

Social:  

Investigate social and moral issues; appreciate diverse viewpoints; participate, 

volunteer and cooperate; resolve conflict; engage with the fundamental values* of 

British democracy. 

 

Cultural:  

Appreciate cultural influences; appreciate the role of Britain's parliamentary system; 

participate in culture opportunities; understand, accept, respect and celebrate 

diversity. 

 

 

 

* In November 2014, the Department for Education told all schools to promote 'British values' 

by which they mean “the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 

liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; the pupils 

develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and 

contribute positively to life in modern Britain.” 
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Subject:  English GCSE / English Literature GCSE 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: 8700 / 8702 

 
Topics covered: 

 Non-fiction reading and writing 

 Jekyll and Hyde 

 An Inspector Calls 

 Shakespeare: Macbeth 

 Poetry 

 Development / revision of non-fiction reading and writing 

 Spoken Language unit 

 

Skills developed: 
 
English Language: 

 Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 

 Select and synthesise evidence from different texts 

 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 
support their views 

 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, 
across two or more texts 

 Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references 

 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting 
tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise 
information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support 
coherence and cohesion of texts 

 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.  

 Presentation skills in a formal setting 

 Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including to questions 
and feedback on presentations 

 Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and presentations. 
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English Literature: 

 Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to maintain a 
critical style and develop an informed personal response and use textual 
references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in 
which they were written. 

 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 
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Subject:  Mathematics 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Course code: 1MA1 

 

Topics covered: 

Higher Tier 
Quadratic Equations 
Sequences 
Pythagoras & Trigonometry 
Functions & Graph Transformations 
Loci & Constructions 
Proportion 
Circle Theorems 
Vectors 
Further Equations 
Further Trigonometry & Functions 
 

Foundation Tier 
Decimals 
Probability 
Pythagoras' Theorem 
Graphs & Inequalities 
The Circle 
Polygons 
Loci 
Order of Operations 
Measures 
Trial & Improvement 
Real-life Graphs 
Similar Shapes 

 
Skills developed: 

 Investigative skills.  

 Group work.  

 Research and Presentation. 

 Problem solving  

 Application of knowledge and understanding   
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Subject:  Art 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Course code: 2AD01 

 

Topics covered: 

 Understanding and using a range of techniques and materials, painting, 

drawing, printmaking, sculpture, photography. 

 Visual research, recording observations. Developing, reviewing and refining 

ideas and outcomes. 

 Developing skills and learning the importance of how to put a sketchbook 

together 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
Students will study a range of artists that relate to their topic in Year 11. They will 

understand and use a range of techniques and materials including painting, drawing, 

printmaking, sculpture, photography. They will complete visual research and record 

observations, allowing them to develop, review and refine ideas and outcomes. 
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Subject:  GCSE Business Studies 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Course code: 2BS01 

 

Topics covered: 

Unit 1  

 spotting a business opportunity 

 showing enterprise 

 putting a business idea into practice 

 making the start-up effective 

 understanding the economic context. 
 
Unit 3  

 marketing 

 meeting customer needs 

 effective financial management 

 effective people management 

 the wider world affecting business 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
The following are skills within business contexts you would expect a student to 
develop during the course: 

 practical skills – time management, personal organisation and action planning 

 presentational skills – addressing audiences using a variety of media and 
forms personal skills – showing evidence of progression 

 interpersonal skills – communication and group work 

 cognitive skills – reflection and review of own and others’ performances. 
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Subject:  Citizenship (including PSHE) 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Course code: 1CS0 

 
Topics covered: 

 A: Living together in the UK 

 B: Democracy at work in the UK 

 C: Law and justice 

 D: Power and influence 

 E: Taking citizenship action 
 
The course consists of two externally examined papers, both sat in Year 11 (1hr 45 
minutes each). 

 
 
 
 
Skills developed: 
 
Students will demonstrate the ability to form their own hypotheses, create sustained 

and reasoned arguments and reach substantiated conclusions when appropriate. 

They will understand the range of methods and approaches that can be used by 

governments, organisations, groups and individuals to address citizenship issues in 

society, including practical citizenship actions and formulate citizenship enquiries, 

identifying and sequencing research questions to analyse citizenship ideas, issues 

and debates;  

Students will be expected to select and organise their knowledge and understanding 

in responses and analysis, when creating and communicating their own arguments, 

explaining hypotheses, ideas and different viewpoints and perspectives, countering 

viewpoints they do not support, giving reasons and justifying conclusions drawn. 

They will present their own and other viewpoints and represent the views of others, 

in relation to citizenship issues, causes, situations and concepts and plan practical 

citizenship actions aimed at delivering a benefit or change for others in society. 

In addition, students will critically evaluate the effectiveness of citizenship actions to 

assess progress towards the intended aims and impact for the individuals, groups 

and communities affected and show knowledge and understanding of the 

relationships between the different citizenship aspects studied, using the concepts to 

make connections, identify and compare similarities and differences in a range of 

situations, from local to global. 
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Subject:  Level 2 Technical Award in Constructing & 

Maintaining the Built Environment 

Exam board: City and Guilds 

Course code: 6720-21 

 

Topics covered: 

 Structure of the construction and built environment industry 

 How construction projects are planned 

 Substructure processes 

 Superstructure processes 

 Internal construction processes 

 Properties of construction materials 

 The characteristics of repair, maintenance and refurbishment of buildings 

 The methods used to repair, maintain and refurbish buildings 

 Actions for the repair, maintenance and refurbishment of buildings 

 The work carried out by construction and building services craft operatives 

 How to work safely on construction projects 

 Technical skills required for construction craft tasks 
 

 

Skills developed: 
Students will develop knowledge on how people in the construction industry work 

together to deliver projects, an understanding of how and why different materials are 

used in the construction of buildings and how to interpret sources of information used 

in construction projects, as well as producing plans and recommending actions for 

remedial action for buildings that require repair, maintenance and refurbishment; the 

importance of working safely on construction projects. They will develop different 

skills and techniques used in construction projects and learn how to evaluate skills 

and techniques.  
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Subject: Design and Technology - Food Preparation and 

Nutrition 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: 8585 

 

Topics covered: 

 Food, nutrition and health 

 Food science 

 Food safety 

 Food choice 

 Food provenance 

 Food preparation skills 

 Food preparation and cooking techniques 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 
Students will continue to develop the skills they learnt in year 10 and will apply them 

in two Non Examinations Assessments (NEAs). Students will use their skills to cook 

and apply the principles of food science in order to complete a Food Investigations 

assessment. They will also undertake a Food Preparation assessment which 

involves planning, preparing, cooking and presenting three practical products in a set 

time period. In both assessments, students will make connections between theory 

and practice and apply their research, testing, evaluation, communication and 

presentation skills to showcase their practical food preparation skills. Students will 

also develop exam skills in preparation for their final written examination.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food-preparation-and-nutrition/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585/subject-content/food-preparation-skills
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food-preparation-and-nutrition/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585/subject-content/food-preparation-and-cooking-techniques
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Subject:  Design and Technology – Product Design / Textiles 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: 8552 

 

Topics covered: 

 Core Technical Principles, including: new and emerging technologies, energy 

storage and generation, modern and SMART materials; systems approach to 

designing; mechanical devices; materials and their working properties. 

 Specialist Technical Principles, including: selection of materials or 

components; forces and stresses; ecological and social footprint; scales of 

production; sources and origins; using and working with materials; stock 

forms, types and sizes; specialist techniques; surface treatments and finishes. 

Each specialist principle will be taught through at least one material category, 

e.g. Product Design or Textiles 

 Designing and Making Principles, including: investigation, primary and 

secondary data; environmental, social and economic challenge; the work of 

others; design strategies; communication of design ideas; prototypes 

development; selection of materials and components; tolerances; material 

management; tools and equipment; techniques and processes. 

 
 
 
 
 
Skills developed: 
Students will continue to develop the skills they learnt in year 10 and will apply them 
in a Non-Assessed Examination assessment task. Students will undertake a major 
project: researching, designing and evaluating a topic set by the exam board. 
Students will use their ideas and designs to manufacture a prototype product, based 
on their project work for a specific client of target market. Students will also develop 
exam skills for their final written examination. 
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Subject:  Drama 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Course code: 1DR0 

 

Topics covered: 

 Seventeenth Century Witch Trials and ‘The Crucible’. 

 Drama performance of two key extracts from a post-1954 text 

 Evaluation of live performance. 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
Students will develop their previous knowledge and continue to learn how drama is 

created, including all the acting and staging skills that are needed to put a piece of 

drama on the stage. They will learn how to create a character and play this character 

in a polished public performance.  They will also be expected to evaluate their own 

work and the work of others through verbal and written tasks. 

Students are required to use drama to explore a wide range of themes and issues. 

They will be encouraged to voice their ideas and opinions through their use of 

drama.  

They will also learn many other skills that are highly valued in any walk of life. These 

include teamwork and confidently presenting themselves in public.  
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Subject:  French 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: 8658 

 

Topics covered: 

 Technology 

 Customs and Festivals 

 Social issues 

 Global issues 

 

 

Skills developed: 
Students will continue to develop speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. They 

will be confident in memorising vocabulary and will be analytical regarding grammar 

and application of grammar rules. 
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Subject:  Geography 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: 8035 

 

Topics covered: 

 Living with the physical environment: 

o The challenge of natural hazards 

o The living world 

o Physical landscapes in the UK 

 

 Challenges in the human environment: 

o Urban issues and challenges 

o The changing economic world 

o The challenge of resource management 

 

 Geographical Applications 

o Issue evaluation 

o Fieldwork 

 

 Geographical Skills 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Skills developed: 
Students build on the skills they have attained in Years 7 – 9 and gain a deeper 

understanding of the world in which they live. Much of what is studied will add to the 

knowledge the student already has from, however, some units introduce a new 

aspect to the subject and can push an individual to look at the world form a slightly 

different perspective. 
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Subject:  German 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: 8668 

 

Topics covered: 

 Technology in everyday life 

 Customs and Festivals 

 Social issues 

 Global problems 

 

 

 
 
 
Skills developed: 
Students will continue developing their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. 

They will learn how to memorise vocabulary and how to be analytical regarding 

grammar and application of grammar rules. 
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Subject:  BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Course code:  603/0395/5 

 

Topics covered: 

 Human Lifespan Development  
o How people grow and develop over the course of their life 
o Physical, emotional and social development 
o The effect of major life events on an individual’s development 
o How people adapt to changes 
o Types and sources of support 
 
 

 Health and Social Care Service and Values  
o Explore the care values that underpin current practice in health and social 

care 
o Investigate ways of empowering individuals who use health and social 

care services 
 

 Health and Wellbeing 
o Explore the factors that have a positive or negative influence on a 

person’s health and wellbeing 
o Interpret physiological and lifestyle indicators 
o Use information to design a plan for improving someone’s health and 

wellbeing 
o Explore the difficulties faced when trying to make changes to health and 

wellbeing 
 
 
 

Skills developed: 
 Independent learning  

 ICT skills 

 Communication  

 Literacy and Numeracy  

 Presentation 

 Time management  
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Subject:  History 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Course code: 1H10 

 

Topics covered: 

 Modern Depth study: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39 

 Superpower relations and the Cold war, 1941-91 

 Crime and Punishment through time, c1000-present 

 Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skills developed: 
Skills learnt at KS3 will continue to be developed at a higher level, including 

chronology, causation, change and continuity, and making judgements. 

Source skills feature on several GCSE papers, with a focus on inference, source 

utility and contextual understanding. 
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Subject: BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information 

Technology 

Exam board: Edexcel  

Course code: 603/2740/6 

 

Topics covered: 

 Data management 

 Data interpretation 

 Data presentation 

 Business analytics 

 Spreadsheet modelling 

o Tools and techniques 

o Formulas and functions 

 Exam practice and revision 

 
 
Skills developed: 
Students will develop their data handling skills. They will learn how to represent 

information in different ways to give it more meaning, including the use of graphical 

representation.
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Subject:  Media Studies 

Exam board: WJEC Eduqas  

Course code: 603/1115/0 

 
Topics covered: 

Exam Topics 

 Video Game Industries and Audiences 

 Radio Talk Shows 

 Newspapers 

 Music Promotion (including music videos and online marketing) 
 

Practical Topics 

 Filming 

 Editing 

 Photography 

 Lighting 

 Design 
 

Key concepts covered on whole course include: 

 Media Language (including theories by Barthes, Propp and Todorov) 

 Audience (including theories by Blumer & Katz, and Hall) 

 Representation (including theories by Van Zoonen and Mulvey) 

 Industries and how they operate 

 
 
Skills developed: 
Students will develop their written analysis and literacy.  They will become skilled at 

understanding and applying a range of media theories, including Structuralism, 

Feminism, Post-modernism and Post-colonialism, as well as theories of Genre, 

Audience and Narrative. They will be able to respond to set briefs under tight time 

constraints.  They will learn a range of practical skills such as photography, filming, 

editing and design. Students will be expected to have good written English skills and 

show creativity in their ideas.   
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Subject:  Music 

Exam board: Eduqas 

Course code: C660QS 

 

Topics covered: 

 Musical forms and Devices 

 Composition skills  

 Instrumental and voice performance skills 

 Jazz, Film, Pop and Fusion Music 

 Ensemble Music: Rock Bands, Musical theatre, Orchestral, Choral, Bhangra. 

 Set Works: Rainbow’s ‘Since you’ve been gone’ & Mozart’s ‘Eine kleine 

Nachtmusik’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
Students will continue to develop their knowledge and skills of music learnt in Key 

Stage 3. In addition, students will gain a working knowledge of harmony, melody 

writing and structure in music writing. They will complete two compositions, using 

Cubase or Sibelius software to record outcomes, and will prepare an instrumental 

repertoire to perform. Students will learn basic theory and will make confident use of 

musical language to describe music from a wide background of historical genres. 
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Subject:  Physical Education (Core) 

 

Topics covered: 

 Table Tennis 

 Football 

 Trampolining 

 Badminton 

 Rugby 

 Leadership 

 Netball 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
Students will tackle complex and demanding physical activities. They should get 
involved in a range of activities that develops personal fitness and promotes an 
active, healthy lifestyle.  
Pupils will be taught to:  

 use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in 
team and individual games. 

 develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive 
sports. 

 take part in further outdoor and adventurous activities in a range of 
environments which present intellectual and physical challenges and which 
encourage pupils to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to 
solve problems, either individually or as a group  

 evaluate their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate 
improvement across a range of physical activities to achieve their personal 
best.
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Subject:  GCSE Physical Education 

Exam board: OCR 

Course code: J587 

 

Topics covered: 

Component 1: (Physical factors affecting performance) 

 Applied anatomy and physiology 

 Physical training 
 
Component 2: (Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology) 

 Socio-cultural influences 

 Sports psychology 

 Health, fitness and well-being 
 
Component 3: (Performance in physical education) 

 Performance of three activities taken from the approved list 

 Analysing and Evaluating Performance 
 

 

Skills developed: 
 
 Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin 

physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance. 

 Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in 

physical activity and sport. 

 Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and 

techniques and selecting and using tactics and strategies. 

 Analyse and evaluate to improve performance. 

 Understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, 

fitness and well-being. 

 Understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect people’s involvement in 

physical activity and sport. 
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Subject:  Religious Education 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: 8062 

 

Topics covered: 

 Theme A: Relationships and families. 

 Theme B: Religion and life. 

 Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict. 

 Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment. 

 Judaism 
o Beliefs and teachings 
o Practices 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 
Students will build on the work done in Key Stage 3 to further their skills in 

philosophical questioning and developing opinions. They will also use skills in 

investigating, group work, research and presentation, and problem-solving. 

Students will gain an awareness of other cultures and religions and make 

comparisons between them. They will also be expected to show empathy, open-

mindedness and respect for all. 
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Subject:  GCSE Combined Science – Trilogy 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: 8464 
 
Topics covered: 
This content will be taught over the two years of the course, along with the 

completion of required practical’s which will be tested in the exams. 

Biology: 

 Cell biology 

 Organisation 

 Infection and response 

 Bioenergetics 

 Homeostasis and response 

 Inheritance, variation and evolution 

 Ecology 

 
Chemistry: 

 Atomic structure and the periodic table 

 Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 

 Quantitative chemistry 

 Chemical changes 

 Energy changes 

 The rate and extent of chemical change 

 Chemical analysis 

 Chemistry of the atmosphere 

 Using resources 
 
Physics: 

 Energy 

 Electricity 

 Particle model of matter 

 Atomic structure 

 Forces 

 Waves 

 Magnetism and electromagnetism 

 

Skills developed: 
Students will continue to develop their investigative skills, including planning, 

obtaining and recording data, representing data, analysis and evaluation through the 

completion of required practicals. Numerical skills will include rearranging equations, 

graph-drawing, calculation of the mean and identifying trends and anomalies. 

Students will also develop their ability to apply science to different contexts. 
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Subject:  Science – Triple 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: Biology: 8461, Chemistry: 8462, Physics: 8463 
 
Topics covered: 
This content will be taught over the two years of the course, along with the 

completion of required practical’s which will be tested in the exams. 

Biology: 

 Cell biology 

 Organisation 

 Infection and response 

 Bioenergetics 

 Homeostasis and response 

 Inheritance, variation and evolution 

 Ecology 
 
Chemistry: 

 Atomic structure and the periodic table 

 Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 

 Quantitative chemistry 

 Chemical changes 

 Energy changes 

 The rate and extent of chemical change 

 Organic chemistry 

 Chemical analysis 

 Chemistry of the atmosphere 

 Using resources 
 
Physics: 

 Energy 

 Electricity 

 Particle model of matter 

 Atomic structure 

 Forces 

 Waves 

 Magnetism and electromagnetism 

 Space physics  
 
Skills developed: 
Students will continue to develop their investigative skills, including planning, 

obtaining and recording data, representing data, analysis and evaluation through the 

completion of required practicals. Numerical skills will include rearranging equations, 

graph-drawing, calculation of the mean and identifying trends and anomalies. 

Students will also develop their ability to apply science to different contexts. 
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Subject:  Spanish 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: 8698 

 

Topics covered: 

 Global Issues 

 Travel and Tourism 

 My Studies and Further Education 

 Career Aspirations 

 Revision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
Students will consolidate their knowledge via four new topics and will be using the 

present, perfect, preterite, imperfect, simple future, near future and conditional 

tenses. Teachers will focus on past papers and perfecting exam skills, including 

speaking and listening. 
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Subject:  Support 

 

Topics covered: 

KS4 Curriculum Support is an option for students to have additional support to help 
them complete other GCSE subjects as well as support in other areas that will assist 
them in successfully completing all aspects of KS4. The aim of curriculum support is 
to instill confidence in students. With a focus on literacy and numeracy, there is also 

the capacity for students to: 

 Receive support with homework 

 Receive support with mainstream classwork 

 Complete coursework 

 Develop study Skills 

 Develop exam techniques 

 Practice past exam papers 

 


