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Numeracy and Literacy 

Numeracy, along with Literacy, is the key to improving learning and raising standards 

in all three Key Stages. We believe students will benefit from a consistency of 

approach and the links made across the curriculum. We recognise a need to ensure 

practice is embedded within all departments enabling improvement in these skills.  

We believe that all teachers share responsibility for the teaching of numeracy and 

literacy across the curriculum, in partnership with parents. 

 

Numeracy 

Students will emerge with a better ability to describe, explain and justify their 

thinking, become more confident in using numbers in context and handling data, be 

more accurate in their graphical skills and in the use of measurements, and develop 

the ability to apply numerical understanding and skills confidently thus enabling them 

to solve problems in a variety of curriculum contexts and enter the numerical 

demands of adulthood with confidence.  

 

Overton Grange Students should be able to 

 Carry out basic calculations 

 Use mental arithmetic, calculators and technology when appropriate 

 Understand units of length, mass, capacity and time 

 Use mathematical form such as tables, graphs, charts and coordinates 

 Have skills in estimation, approximation, quantity and value 

 Understand probability and risk 

 Read meters, dials and scales 

 Have financial awareness; manage and budget money 
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Literacy 

Students will emerge with competent literacy skills, enabling them to continue after 

their schooling as confident and articulate communicators, fully prepared to enter the 

adult world; enabling them to read, understand and access examination materials so 

that they are able to achieve their potential; developing their abilities to think and 

learn. 

 

Overton Grange Students should be able to 

 Read for information, understanding & inference 

 Write with technical accuracy and composition 

 Develop their spoken language 

 Develop their listening skills 

 Develop their vocabulary 
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SMSC 

In Year 9, the school promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

of all pupils through the teaching of Citizenship, Geography and Religious Education 

as well as through other formal subjects in the curriculum; supported by assemblies, 

tutor group work, enrichment and activity days and visiting speakers.  

 

Spiritual:  

Explore beliefs and experience; respect faiths, feelings and values; enjoy learning 

about oneself, others and the surrounding world; use imagination and creativity; 

reflect. 

 

Moral:  

Recognise right and wrong; respect the law; understand consequences; investigate 

moral and ethical issues; offer reasoned views. 

 

Social:  

Investigate social and moral issues; appreciate diverse viewpoints; participate, 

volunteer and cooperate; resolve conflict; engage with the fundamental values* of 

British democracy. 

 

Cultural:  

Appreciate cultural influences; appreciate the role of Britain's parliamentary system; 

participate in culture opportunities; understand, accept, respect and celebrate 

diversity. 

 

 

 

* In November 2014, the Department for Education told all schools to promote 'British values' 

by which they mean “the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 

liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; the pupils 

develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and 

contribute positively to life in modern Britain.” 
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Subject:  English 

 

Topics covered: 

 Writing Styles - James Bond 

 Novel: Of Mice and men 

 Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet (GCSE criteria) 

 Non-fiction speeches (GCSE criteria) 

 Power and Conflict Poetry (GCSE criteria) 

 19th Century Literature: Sherlock Holmes (GCSE criteria) 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Write imaginative, interesting and thoughtful texts; organise and structure writing; 

sequencing ideas and information effectively; use a range of vocabulary suitable to 

purpose and audience; use accurate spelling and punctuation; write for different 

purposes and audiences; use connectives and topic sentences to link and introduce 

paragraphs; vary sentences for effect; create and sustain different roles and 

scenarios, adapting techniques in a range of dramatic activities to explore texts, 

ideas and issues. 

Select information from a text and use quotations, comment on the structure; 

organisation and presentational features of a text, identify the writer’s purpose and 

viewpoint, and comment on how this affects the reader; explain and comment on the 

writer’s use of language; deduce, infer or interpret information from texts; comment 

on the structure, organisation and presentational features of a text; explain how texts 

fit into their social and cultural traditions. 

Talk in purposeful and imaginative ways to explore ideas and feelings, adapting and 

varying structure and vocabulary according to purpose, listeners and content. Listen 

and respond to others, shaping meanings through comments and questions. 

GCSE Assessment Criteria will be applied to all units after the Autumn term in order 

to prepare students effectively for Key Stage 4. 
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Subject:  Mathematics 

 

Topics covered: 

 Integers and Decimals 

 Measures, Perimeter and Area 

 Expressions and Formulae 

 Fractions, Decimals and Percentages 

 Angles 

 Graphs 

 Decimal Calculations 

 Statistics 

 Congruency and Similar Shapes 

 Equations 

 Standard Form and Indices 

 Pythagoras’ Theorem 

 Sequences 
 
 
KS3 to KS4 Transition Topics 
 

 Adding and Subtracting with 
Direct Numbers 

 Calculations with 4 operations 

 Transformations 

 Place Value and Rounding  

 Coordinates in all 4 Quadrants 

 Volume of a Cuboid 

 Probability – Sample Space 
Diagrams 

 Constructing Triangles 

 Plans and Elevations 

OR 

 Trigonometry 

 Bearings 

 Transformations 

 Circle Theorems 

 Probability – Sample Space 
Diagrams 

 Volume of a Cuboid 

 Plans and Elevations 

 Ratio and Proportion 

 Prime Factor Decomposition 

 
 
Begin GCSE course 

 Integers 
 Use of Symbols 
 Angles 
 Statistical Measures 
 Powers & Roots 

OR 
Rounding and Bounds 

 Integers 
 Algebraic Manipulation 
 Solving Equations 
 The Circle 
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Skills developed: 
 

As well as continuing to progress their mathematical skills, students will also develop 

their investigative and problem-solving skills, as well as group work, research and 

presentation skills.  
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Subject:  Art 

 

Topics covered:  
 Observational drawings of cylinders to develop line, tone, shading techniques 

 Theme Food & Drink looking at Pop Art 

 Develop direct responses to Pop Art artists through drawing, painting, mixed 
media and clay. 

 Advertising through use of slogans and looking at relevant artists 

 

 

 

 

Skills developed:  
Students will develop their drawing, designing and making skills. They will 
investigate and respond to artists’ work, developing ideas and designs as well as 
evaluating their own and others work. 
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Subject:  Citizenship 

 

Topics covered: 

 Crime and Punishment 

 Careers Unit 

 Choosing your GCSE options 

 Relationship education 

 Human Rights 

 Freedom of expression 

 Rights and Responsibilities 

 Conflict and Stereotyping 

 The UN 
 Democracy and Participation 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Students will develop their skills in critical thinking and enquiry, advocacy and 

representation and taking informed and responsible action. They will do this through 

engaging with and reflecting on different ideas, opinions, beliefs and values; 

researching, planning and undertaking enquiries into issues and problems; analysing 

and evaluating sources used; expressing and explaining their own opinions to 

others; communicating and justifying an argument; exploring creative approaches to 

taking action on problems and issues to achieve intended purposes; work 

individually and with others to negotiate, plan and take action on citizenship issues to 

try to influence others. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Curriculum Booklet 2019-20: Year 9 
 

Subject:  Design and Technology 

 

Topics covered: 

 International foods 

 Interior design textiles products 

 Storage products 

 Clocks 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Students will continue developing the skills learnt in Year 8, including research, 

design, modelling and using ICT and CAD/CAM. They will apply manufacturing skills 

using a range of tools, equipment and materials to produce quality products. 

Students will also develop evaluation and testing techniques, communication and 

presentation skills. They will learn about health and safety when designing and 

making and about healthy eating, cooking and nutrition. During Year 9 students use 

the skills and knowledge gained throughout Key Stage 3 to work in a more 

independent manner to design, plan and make their own products within a set design 

brief. 
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Subject:  Drama 

Topics covered: 

 ‘The Identification’ by Roger McGough - building characterisations. 

 ‘I Don’t Like Mondays’ - consolidating KS3 Drama skills/experimenting with a 

variety of Dramatic forms. 

 Human Rights - using research to inform attitudes, opinions and creative 

decisions. 

 Prisons - an extended devising project. 

 The Media 

 Making Drama from technology 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Students continue to build on their communication skills, develop confidence and use 

a variety of drama devices to explore a range of themes and issues. They are 

introduced to more sophisticated Drama skills/techniques and given opportunity to 

revise and consolidate the KS3 Drama skills by producing their own devised theatre 

pieces. The themes and issues which they explore require a higher level of maturity 

and they are expected to undertake research in order to support their ideas and 

creative decisions. 

 Whole class improvisation 

 Use of contrasts 

 Thought tracking 

 Rehearsed improvisation 

 Split staging 

 Choral speaking 

 Ensemble work 

 Stylised theatre techniques 

 Naturalistic performance techniques 

 The role of the director 
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Subject:  French 

 

Topics covered: 

 Media 

 Healthy lifestyle 

 Careers and future plans 

 Relationships 

 Life at home 

 The Francophone world 

 Using past, present and future together 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Students will continue to develop speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. They 

will be confident in memorising vocabulary and will be analytical regarding grammar 

and application of grammar rules. 
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Subject:  Geography 

 

Topics covered: 

 Brighton Investigation / Tourism 

 China 

 GCSE – UK Landscapes & Coasts 

 GCSE – Rivers and Map Skills 

 GCSE – Urban Sustainability  

 

 
 
 
 
Skills developed: 
 
Students in Year 9 will continue to develop their investigative skills building on the 

work from Year 8 in preparation for GCSE. In January of Year 9 the work moves to 

GCSE units for everyone regardless of whether or not they opt to take the subject at 

GCSE. The work covered will continue to give students a broad Geographical 

education while preparing those studying the subject at GCSE for their course.  
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Subject:  German 

 

Topics covered: 

 Family, friend and relationships 

 Technology 

 Careers and Future Plans 

 German geography and history 

 Translation technique 

 Literary Texts      

 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Students will continue to develop speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. They 

will be confident in memorising vocabulary and will be analytical regarding grammar 

and application of grammar rules.  
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Subject:  History 

 

Topics covered: 

 Causes of WWI and trench warfare 

 World War One 

 Votes for Women 

 Russian Revolution 

 Causes of World War Two 

 World War Two 

 Life in Nazi Germany and the Holocaust 

 Post war world 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Chronology, causation, and change and continuity will continue to be key skills in 

Year 9. Students will also have opportunities to make judgements on key debates in 

History.  

Source skills will be further developed with a focus on the utility of a source to a 

Historian, using the content, provenance and context of a source. 
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Subject:  I.T. / Computing 

 

Topics covered: 

Understanding Data 

 Binary representation 

 Computers and Graphics 

 Compression 

 Data and Information 

 Sorting and Searching 

 
Programming using a high level language 

 Introduction to ‘Python’ 

 Simple input and output 

 Simple loop construction 

 Algorithm development 
 
 

Product Design 

 Systems life cycle 

 Promoting your product 

 Creating effective interfaces to meet the needs of different users 

 
Consolidation of topics 
 

 
Skills developed: 
 
Programming and program design skills in Python and problem solving. Deeper 

knowledge of data representation and data handling skills. Problem solving.  
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Subject:  Music 

 

Topics covered: 

 Ground bass in the Baroque Period  

 Ground bass in the Modern times 

 The history of pop 

 Writing a Pop song 

 Music for TV 
 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Students will develop the ability to perform at least three layers of Pachelbel’s Canon 

and will use Sibelius tech software to scribe on a score of the canon. They will 

compose and perform a modern ground bass piece in the style of Black Eyed Peas. 

Students should be able to discuss the main music styles of POP music in the years 

1960 to present day. Using a pop song structure, students will compose lyrics and 

work in a ‘band’ to write and perform a pop song 

Students will identify the musical elements which lead to a successful TV theme. 

They will recognise acoustic, electric and synthetic sounds and use these styles to 

compose music for a TV programme of their choice.  
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Subject:  Physical Education 

 

Topics covered: 

 Football 

 Health Related Fitness 

 Rugby 

 Dance 

 Tennis  

 Netball 

 Basketball 

 Athletics 

 Cricket 

 Volleyball 

 Leadership 

 Trampolining 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Pupils should build on and embed the physical development and skills learned in key 

stages 1 and 2, become more competent, confident and expert in their techniques, 

and apply them across different sports and physical activities. They should 

understand what makes a performance effective and how to apply these principles to 

their own and others’ work. They should develop the confidence and interest to get 

involved in exercise, sports and activities out of school and in later life, and 

understand and apply the long-term health benefits of physical activity. 
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Subject:  Religious Education (GCSE) 

Exam board: AQA 

Course code: 8062 

 

Topics covered: 

Religion and Life 
 Theme A: Relationships and families 

 Christianity 

o Beliefs and teachings 

o Practices 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Students will further develop their skills in philosophical questioning, developing 

opinions. They will also use and develop skills in investigating, group work, research 

and presentation, and problem-solving. 

Students will gain an awareness of other cultures and religions and start making 

comparisons between them. They will also be expected to show open-mindedness 

and respect for all. 
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Subject:  Science 

  

Topics covered: 

 Chemical Patterns 
 The Changing Earth 
 The Universe 
 Ecological Relationships 
 Careers in Science 
 Science skills 
 Literacy and Numeracy in Science 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Students will continue to develop their investigative skills, including planning, 

obtaining and recording data, representing data, analysis and evaluation and will 

carry out group work, research, presentations and problem-solving. Numerical skills 

will include graph-drawing, calculation of the mean and identifying trends and 

anomalies. Literacy skills will involve the description and explanation of key 

principles, as well as the continued development of scientific writing. 
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Subject:  Spanish 

 

Topics covered: 

 Media 

 Careers and Future plans 

 Healthy lifestyle 

 Teenage issues / social problems 

 Using past, present and future together 

 

 

 

Skills developed: 
 

Students will continue to develop speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. They 

will be confident in memorising vocabulary and will be analytical regarding grammar 

and application of grammar rules. 

 


