
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

WEEK 1 
TIMETABLE 

Thought for the fortnight: 

Challenge 
WEEK 2 

TIMETABLE 

Thought for the fortnight: 

Challenge 

 

Monday  
 

 
 

 
Study Club in T2 1pm-1.40pm 

Ukulele Club in X2 
Senior Choir X1 (coming soon) 

KS3 Science Help 1pm-1.40pm in S2 
 

 

Monday  
 

 
 

 
Study Club in T2 1pm-1.40pm 

Ukulele Club in X2 
KS3 Science Help 1pm-1.40pm in S2 

 

 
Study Club in T2 3.05pm-3.45pm 

KS3 Maths Club A8 3.05pm-3.45pm 
Rock Band drop-In 

 
Study Club in T2 3.05pm-3.45pm 

KS3 Maths Club A8 3.05pm-3.45pm 
Rock Band drop-in 

Tuesday  
 

 
Y7 & Y8 Vocals Group 1pm X1 
Study Club in T2 1pm-1.40pm 
School Nurse 1pm-1.45 in A10 

 

Tuesday  
 

 
Study Club in T2 1pm-1.40pm 
School Nurse 1pm-1.45 in A10 

Year 7 Parents Drop-in Session 11.00am-11.45am 
 

 
Study Club in T2 3.05pm-3.45pm 

KS3 Drama Club – 3.15-4pm 
 
 

 
Study Club in T2 3.05pm-3.45pm 

Drama Club 

 

Wednesday  
 

 
Study Club in T2 1pm-1.40pm  

 

Wednesday  
 

 
Study Club in T2 1pm-1.40pm 

Young Carers Drop-In  X9 

 
Maths Clinic 3.05pm 
Duke of Edinburgh 

EAL Study Club in T2 3.05pm-3.45pm 
Humanities Projects Workshop Library 3.05pm-3.45pm 

Reggae Group in X2 
Music Tech Club – Music Tech room 

Geography Club 3.05pm T9 
 

 
Maths Clinic 3.05pm 
Duke of Edinburgh 

EAL Study Club in T2 3.05pm-3.45pm 
Humanities Projects Workshop Library 3.05pm-3.45pm 

Reggae Group in X2 
Music Tech Club – Music Tech room 

 

Thursday  
 

 
Study Club in T2 1pm-1.40pm 

Guitar Club   
Christian Union in R4 

Thursday  
 

 
Study Club in T2 1pm-1.40pm  

Christian Union in R4 

 
Study Club in T2 3.05pm-3.45pm 

KS4 Maths Club A8 3.05pm-3.45pm 
Music Theory Club in X1 

Jazz Club X2 
Wind Band in X1 

KS3 Science Club 3.05pm-4.00pm in S2 

 
Study Club in T2 3.05pm-3.45pm 

KS4 Maths Club A8 3.05pm-3.45pm 
Music Theory Club in X1 

Jazz Club X2 
Wind Band in X1 

 

Friday  
 

 
Study Club in T2 1pm-1.40pm  

KS4 Languages Revision/Homework Club U6 
 

Friday  
 

 
Study Club in T2 1pm-1.40pm  

KS4 Languages Revision/Homework Club U6 
 

 
Study Club in T2 3.05pm-3.30pm 

 
Study Club in T2 3.05pm-3.30pm 
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Welcome back … 
  
We would like to say “welcome back” to Years 8 – 13, and “welcome” to those who are new to Overton 
Grange for the new school year. We are happy to report that our students have settled in well over this 
first fortnight and would like to thank all parents and carers for their support regarding uniform and 
punctuality to school. There are a few reminders in this edition of the newsletter concerning school 
routines and in particular, we must remind you that Overton Grange is a nut free school, this is extremely 
important since a number of students have severe allergies.   
  
Congratulations! We would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate all our GCSE and `A` Level 
students for their extremely pleasing results this summer. Our `A` Level results were very good enabling 
every student to take up their offer of a place in Higher Education or training or employment. Both 
students and staff must be congratulated. This was particularly pleasing given that these were the new 
harder `A` Levels introduced two years ago. Turning to our GCSE results these were some of the best the 
school has ever achieved. Consequently, the vast majority of the year group have returned to Overton 
Grange to study in the Sixth Form. There were some outstanding individual results and again these were 
particularly pleasing since this was the first time these new GCSEs, graded 1 – 9, were sat. Despite being a 
non-selective school in a selective borough our GCSE results were better than all national averages. Quite 
an achievement. We therefore need to congratulate the students and thank our staff who worked 
extremely hard on their behalf. Well done. 
  
  
A polite plea: If you are picking up young people at the end of school, can you please not park on the 
hatched areas outside the school. (It does say KEEP CLEAR!) Doing so endangers the welfare of all our 
students. There is enough parking in the surrounding roads, although it would be better to encourage 
students to walk to school!   
  
Main School Open Evening 
  
Our annual Open Evening for the main school this year is on Thursday October 4th 2018, 5,30pm – 
8.30pm. We look forward to welcoming prospective parents from both years 6 and 5. 
 
Tours of the school for year 6 parents can be booked for the following times: 
Tuesday 9th October - 8:45 am and 2:10pm 
Wednesday 10th October 2:10pm  
Thursday 11th October 8:45am   
To book a tour please phone the school and ask for Mrs Dickey, our Admissions sectary  
  
Mr Bennett & Mr Stride 
 
Nut Free School  
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction and is life-threatening. Symptoms include breathing difficulties, 
fainting, swelling and a red, raised itchy rash. We have a number of students who have nut allergies and 
therefore aim to be a nut-free school. We would ask parents/carers, staff and students to support us with 
this by not bringing nuts or nut based products to school.  
 
Parentpay - Lunches  
Please can you check your child’s school dinner account on Parentpay regularly to make sure that your 
son/daughter has sufficient funds to buy food. The canteen is regularly having to allow students’ accounts 
to go overdrawn in order to make sure that they are able to have lunch. If you put a cap on your child’s 
account please could you let them know as some are spending all of this at break and then don’t realise 
they cannot get any lunch. Thank you.  
 



“It’s OK to say” 

 
Absences from School  
 
If your child is not going to be in school please call the office on 020 8239 2383 or use the MyEd 
Attendance App to report their absence. Please do this before 8.15am on the day of the absence. If we 
have not heard from you, we will then send messages on the contact numbers that you have provided in 
order to gain an explanation for the absence. If we do not get a response, we will consider contacting the 
police or Children’s Services to ensure that your child is safe. It is therefore really important that you let us 
know if any of the contact numbers you have given us change.  
This procedure is to ensure that we know where your child is and that you are all safe. We are aware that 
there have been public cases in the past where schools have not chased up the reasons as to why children 
are off of school. It has then transpired that there have been tragic circumstances around these absences, 
e.g. illness of a parent and a child unable to seek help. 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
  
We are reinforcing this message with students this year. In particular, this relates to  our ongoing  anti-
bullying and e-safety work (see information leaflets on school website). We will also be doing some 
additional work with students in tutor times this term focusing on positive mental health – and how 
students can take care of their own emotional well-being. 
  
  
Uniform 
Thanks to parents and carers for their support in ensuring that students have returned to school looking 
smart and meeting our uniform expectations.  We will continue to reinforce these expectations 
throughout the year. 
  
Rewards 
 

Vivos is the online reward system that we use to recognise achievements of 
students in school (www.vivomiles.com). 
A list of Vivo reward categories can be found on the school website. 
  

Students: 
 
All new students should have received their Vivo cards with their log in details. 
  
If any other students have forgotten their login details, please see Mrs Connolly. 
  
 
 
 
 
Year 11 students – remember that you need to achieve at least 100 Vivos during this academic year to be 
invited to the Year 11 prom. 
Please could all students remember to check their account regularly.  Don’t forget – you can donate your 
Vivos to your house charity – without it affecting your overall total. 
Parents/carers of new students should have received an e-mail this week with the details of their Vivo 
log-in. 
  

http://www.vivomiles.com/


 
This is a really good way of keeping up to date with how your child is doing at school.  From the Vivos 
website you can set up an e-mail alert so you always know when your child’s effort, attainment or 
behaviour has been recognised and rewarded.   Any problem logging in, please contact Mrs Connolly at 
school.           
  
If any other parents/carers have forgotten their login details, please contact Mrs Connolly. 
  
Mobile phones 
We recognise that mobile phones are part of modern life and students need to learn to use and manage 
them appropriately.  However, we are also aware of the impact on mental health if anyone becomes over-
dependent on their phone and of the obvious potential mobile phones have to disrupt learning. 
  
As with any valuable items, students bring mobile phones to school at their own risk. 
  
Unlike some other schools, we do not have a ban on mobile phones. However, this is dependent on 
students using their phones responsibly and meeting our expectations: 
• Phones should be left with the teacher if students leave a lesson to go to the toilet, etc. 
• Students can only use phones at break or lunchtimes – in the canteen, mall, outside the building and in 
classrooms (if supervised) 
• Phones should only be used in lesson if it is for an educational purpose as directed by the class teacher 
• Phones should not be used between lessons – this will also help with ensuring that students arrive to 
lessons on time. 
  
Students who do not meet these expectations will risk having their phone confiscated.  If they hand over 
their phone when asked, without discussion, it will be returned at the end of the day.  Students who do 
not do this risk having their phone confiscated for a longer period of time. In some case, we may not 
return the phone to the student, but ask their parent or carer to collect it for them. 
  
Students in isolation are not allowed mobile phones and are expected to hand them in for safe-keeping. 
Students in detentions may also be asked to hand in their mobile phones. 
  
We also expect students to use their phones appropriately (see Student ICT Acceptable Use Agreement) – 
those who do not may lose the privilege of being allowed to bring their phone to school. 
  
The rules about mobile phones apply to all students, including Y12 and Y13. 
  
We also ask that parents and carers do not phone their child during the school day.  If you have an urgent 
message which needs to be passed on, this can be done through the school office 
  
Medical needs 
If your child’s medical needs have changed, or we need to make any changes to your child’s health care 
plan, please contact Mrs Stringer at school: 
  
c.stringer@overtongrange.sutton.sch.uk   
  
 
Please note the following from our medical needs policy (full copy on school website): 
 
Parents and carers 
Parents and carers are responsible for alerting the school to any medical needs and conditions for their 
child. It is also the responsibility of parents and carers to alert the school to any changes to their child’s  
medical needs. 
 
 

mailto:c.stringer@overtongrange.sutton.sch.uk


 
Short term medical needs 
Where possible all medicines should be administered at home. In the case of antibiotics doctors should be 
requested to prescribe medicine that can be issued at home three times a day (i.e. before school, 
immediately after school and at bedtime). Prescription medicines should only be brought to school where 
it would be detrimental to a student’s health if it were not administered during the school day. 
 
Long term medical needs 
It is the responsibility of parents/carers to inform the school of any long-term medical needs and to ensure 
that the appropriate consent forms are completed and returned to school. It is also the responsibility of 
parents/carers to alert the school to any changes in their child’s needs and changes in the administration 
of medication. It only requires the consent of one parent to agree or to request that medicines are 
administered. 
 
Non-prescription medicines 
The school will not administer any non-prescription medicines (e.g. headache tablets). 
 
Long term medical needs 
In special cases students on long term medication may have their prescribed medication administered by 
the office staff. Parents/carers must make clear arrangements with the designated member of office staff 
by completing a Parental Agreement to Administer Medicine form. However, the student remains 
responsible for coming to the office at the appropriate time for the medicine to be administered. The 
designated member of office staff will also liaise with the school nursing service to ensure that IHCPs are in 
place for students with long term medical needs, as advised by the school nurse. 
 
Parental agreement 
The school must receive a prior written request from the parent/carer for the administration of any 
medication while the student is in the care of school staff - on or off site. 
 
Medical needs 
If your child’s medical needs have changed, or we need to make any changes to your child’s health care 
plan, please contact Claire Stringer at school: 
  
c.stringer@overtongrange.sutton.sch.uk   
Please note the following from our medical needs policy (full copy on school website): 
  
Parents and carers 
Parents and carers are responsible for alerting the school to any medical needs and conditions for their 
child. It is also the responsibility of parents and carers to alert the school to any changes to their child’s 
medical needs. 
 
Short term medical needs 
Where possible all medicines should be administered at home. In the case of antibiotics doctors should be 
requested to prescribe medicine that can be issued at home three times a day (i.e. before school,  
 
immediately after school and at bedtime). Prescription medicines should only be brought to school where 
it would be detrimental to a student’s health if it were not administered during the school day. 
 
Long term medical needs 
It is the responsibility of parents/carers to inform the school of any long-term medical needs and to ensure 
that the appropriate consent forms are completed and returned to school. It is also the responsibility of 
parents/carers to  
alert the school to any changes in their child’s needs and changes in the administration of medication. It 
only requires the consent of one parent to agree or to request that medicines are administered. 
 

mailto:c.stringer@overtongrange.sutton.sch.uk


 
Non-prescription medicines 
The school will not administer any non-prescription medicines (e.g. headache tablets). 
 
Long term medical needs 
In special cases students on long term medication may have their prescribed medication administered by 
the office staff. Parents/carers must make clear arrangements with the designated member of office staff 
by completing a Parental Agreement to Administer Medicine form. However, the student remains 
responsible for coming to the office at the appropriate time for the medicine to be administered. The 
designated member of office staff will also liaise with the school nursing service to ensure that IHCPs are in 
place for students with long term medical needs, as advised by the school nurse. 
 
Parental agreement 
The school must receive a prior written request from the parent/carer for the administration of any 
medication while the student is in the care of school staff - on or off site. 

Mr Eccles 
Lost Property. 
At the end of the Summer Term July 2018, we found a large number of lost property items that have been 
left by students in their classrooms, especially many school coats and items of uniform.  Unfortunately 
those that are not named cannot be returned directly to the students. 
If you know your child has lost an item during the previous school year, please can you encourage them to 
come and take a look in the lost property area.  We would like to re-unite items with their owners which 
will save our parents unnecessary spend as the cooler months are approaching. 

Mrs K Brown 
Parent Governor Vacancies 
We have two parent governor vacancies arising on the governing body and we are seeking nominations to 
fill these posts from parents / carers of children at the school. 
  
Being a school governor is both rewarding to the individual and invaluable to the school. To fulfil the role 
you will need to be supportive of the values of the school and be able to give time and effort to help 
further its ongoing development. No previous experience is needed, only a commitment to the task, as 
training courses are available. 
  
All governors are required to act in the interests of the school, abide by a code of conduct and declare any 
interests that may possibly conflict with the role of governor. 
  
There are certain restrictions on eligibility to be a governor, relating to bankruptcy and criminal convictions 
and limiting the number of people on the governing body who can be councillors or employees of a local 
authority or employees of the school.  A check with the Disclosure & Barring Service will be carried out for 
the successful candidates. 
  
Students will be bringing home letters containing further information and this letter and the nomination 
form will be available from the school’s website (www.overtongrange.sutton.sch.uk) or from the school 
office. If you have any queries about being a parent governor please contact the school office. 
Nominations must be returned to the school by Monday 1 October at 10am. 
 

Mrs Devenish 
Clerk to the Governing Body 

http://www.overtongrange.sutton.sch.uk/


SENIOR CHOIR is starting again on MONDAY 17th SEPT in X1 at 1.15-2.00pm.  
Students may eat their packed lunches at 1pm in X1 before we start. This is primarily for year 9 plus but if 
anyone in Yr 7 or 8 would like to be considered please see Ms. Callaghan (-Hooks) or your music teacher. 
 
LEARNING INSTRUMENTS 
 
We now have 6 excellent professional peripatetic tutors in the music department. 
Mon: Dan Smith (GUITAR) & Shelia Daniels (SING COACH) 
 
Tues: Gabriel Dias (TRUMPET/TROMBONE/BARITONE) & Kyle Langley: DRUMS 
Thurs: Lizzie Leonard (SAX, CLARINET, FLUTE), & Ms Chen (PIANO/VIOLIN) 
 
Please request an instrumental form asap if your child would like tuition. Prices range from £8-16 per 
lesson with reductions for Pupil premium and Bursary funded pupils. 

 
Mrs S Callaghan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


