
1 
 

Citizenship Revision Guide – Paper 1 

Theme A: Living together in the UK 

How have communities developed in the UK? 

          

 

This data came from the 2021 Census. They happen every 10 years and only a small part of the 

results has been released so far.    
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Immigration to the UK has had a number of major effects on the UK. Society has changed and 

become more diverse as new cultures have migrated here; as a result, the country has become 

far more multicultural. The population has increased and there have been strains on the NHS, 

suitable housing and education. There have also been increased tensions in some parts of the 

country and groups such as the EDL (English Defence League) and the BNP (British National 

Party) have become popular as a result. This is partly because migrants often provide cheaper 

labour and services than UK citizens. A counter argument is that migrants fill gaps in the labour 

market and fill positions that UK citizens do not wish to fill, e.g. unskilled jobs, labouring jobs 

(building etc.). The UK has been seen as fairly welcoming to migration in the past so this 

encourages more migrants to come here. It’s important to remember that immigrants don’t 

just come here for employment. 

 

There are all types of migrants coming to the UK:- 

 Economic Migrants - someone who emigrates from one region to another to seek an 
improvement in living standards because the living conditions or job opportunities in 
the migrant's own region are not stable. 

 An asylum seeker is a person who has sought protection as a refugee, but whose claim 
for refugee status has not yet been decided upon. Every refugee has at some point been 
an asylum seeker. Those asylum seekers who are found to be refugees are entitled to 
international protection and assistance and are allowed to live in another, safe country. 
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Case Study - What is the UK's plan to send asylum seekers to Rwanda? 

The UK government wants to send some asylum seekers to Rwanda. 
It is trying to pass new legislation to allow the scheme to go ahead, after the Supreme Court 
said the plans were unlawful. 
 
What is the Rwanda asylum plan? 
Under a five-year agreement, some asylum seekers arriving in the UK would be sent to 
Rwanda, to have their claims processed there. If successful, they could be granted refugee 
status and allowed to stay. If not, they could apply to settle in Rwanda on other grounds, or 
seek asylum in another "safe third country". No asylum seeker would be able to apply to return 
to the UK. Ministers argue the plan would deter people from arriving in the UK on small boats 
across the English Channel.  
 

 
No asylum seeker has yet been sent to Rwanda, which is a small landlocked country in east-
central Africa, 4,000 miles (6,500km) from the UK. The first flight was scheduled to go in June 
2022, but was cancelled after legal challenges.  
 
What was the Supreme Court ruling and is Rwanda safe? 
In November 2023, the UK Supreme Court ruled unanimously that the Rwanda scheme was 
unlawful. It said genuine refugees would be at risk of being returned to their home countries, 
where they could face harm. 
 
This breaches the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), which prohibits torture and 
inhuman treatment. The UK has signed up to the ECHR. The ruling also cited concerns about 
Rwanda's poor human-rights record, and its past treatment of refugees. Judges said that in 
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2021, the UK government had itself criticised Rwanda over "killings, deaths in custody, enforced 
disappearances and torture". They also highlighted a 2018 incident, when Rwandan police 
opened fire on protesting refugees. 
 
What is happening to the Rwanda bill in Parliament? 
The bill was passed by the House of Commons on 17 January, despite opposition from some 
Conservative MPs. It was then debated in the House of Lords, where the government lost all 10 
votes on the bill. 
 
What will the Rwanda plan cost? 
The UK government had paid £240m to Rwanda by the end of 2023. However, the total 
payment will be at least £370m over five years, according to the National Audit Office . 
Previously released official figures suggested that removing each individual to a third country 
would cost £63,000 more than keeping them in the UK. 

 

There are also a wide range of reasons as to why people migrate: - 

PUSH FACTORS (Reasons why people leave 
places) 

 Fear for their lives (Terrorism/Natural 
Disasters) 

 Discrimination 

 No work 

 Disease 

 Lack of educational opportunities 

 Other members of family live there 

 High cost of living 

PULL FACTORS (Reasons why people are 
attracted to places) 

 Peaceful 

 Good record on human rights 

 Employment available 

 High standard of living 

 Good health care and education 

 Low Crime 

 Fair Government 

 
 

 

2021 

India 920,000 
Poland 743,000 

Pakistan 624,000 
Ireland 325,000 
Italy 277,000 
Bangladesh  273,000 
Nigeria 271,000 
Germany 263,000 
South Africa  217,000 
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The UK has always had a great deal of migration, as the data above shows. In an ever changing 

and diverse society it is essential that there is mutual respect and that the different groups in 

society get along. This is called Community Cohesion; where people share a sense of belonging 

and community identity. They share values and goals and live together well. Where there is a 

high level of community cohesion people go out on the streets without fear, mix freely and 

experience low levels of discrimination and racism. Where there are low levels of community 

cohesion people are afraid to leave their homes, there is vandalism, graffiti and litter and there 

are high levels of discrimination and racism. In recent years, areas like Luton (where the EDL 

was born), Blackburn and Tottenham have experienced tensions between different groups.  

What is British citizenship and why does it matter? 

Ccitizenship is a legal status that means a person has a right to live in a state and that state 

cannot refuse them entry or deport them. This legal status may be conferred at birth, or, in 

some states, obtained through ‘naturalisation’. In democracies citizenship also brings with it 

rights to vote, rights to welfare, education or health care etc.  

Citizenship can also indicate a feeling of identity and and responsibility. Sometimes these are 

described in words like ‘loyalty’, ‘values’, ‘belonging’ or ‘shared cultural heritage’. This also 

points to the complex and often assumed relation between citizenship and belonging to ‘the 

nation’. 

People with certain types of immigration status can acquire the right to remain indefinitely in 

the UK i.e. become ‘settled’. This means they have the right to live and work in the UK without 

restrictions. Under certain circumstances settled migrants may still be deported, settled status 

may be revoked, and their children do not necessarily have British citizenship. In order to be 

‘non-deportable’, a person has to have British citizenship. It is possible to apply for British 

citizenship after a period of settlement 
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Case Study – Shamima Begum  

(March 2024) Shamima Begum has lost a series of legal challenges aimed at overturning the 
government's decision to remove her British citizenship. Ms Begum, now 24, left the country as 
a teenager to join the Islamic State group in Syria and is barred from returning to the UK. 
 
Who is Shamima Begum? 
Ms Begum is one of three east London schoolgirls who travelled to Syria in 2015 to support the 
IS group. She was born in the UK to parents of Bangladeshi heritage and was 15 when she left. 
She married an Islamic State fighter soon after arriving and went on to have three children, 
none of whom survived. Her UK citizenship was stripped on national security grounds in 2019. 
Ms Begum remains in a camp controlled by armed guards in northern Syria. 
 
How can citizenship be removed? 
The government has the power to remove someone's UK citizenship in certain circumstances: 
 

 If it is "for the public good" and would not make them stateless 

 The person obtained citizenship through fraud 

 Their actions could harm UK interests and they could claim citizenship elsewhere 

 The power has been used against members of banned organisations such as al-
Qaeda or the Islamic State group, and those who obtained British citizenship 
fraudulently. 

 
The person must also be eligible to apply for citizenship in another country. The UK has 
responsibilities under international law to avoid leaving people stateless. 
 
What happened in the Shamima Begum case? 
In February 2020, a tribunal ruled that removing Ms Begum's citizenship was lawful because 
she was "a citizen of Bangladesh by descent". It said removing her British nationality would not 
make her stateless. However, Bangladesh said that was not the case and that she would not be 
allowed into the country. In 2021, the Supreme Court decided that Ms Begum could not return 
to the UK to appeal against the decision to remove her citizenship. 
 
In 2023, lawyers for Ms Begum challenged the removal of her citizenship at the Special 
Immigration Appeals Commission (SIAC). They argued the decision was unlawful, as it did not 
consider whether she had been a child victim of trafficking. However, SIAC ruled that while 
there was a credible suspicion that Ms Begum was a victim of trafficking and sexual 
exploitation, that did not stand in the way of the home secretary stripping her of British 
citizenship, as she had become a threat. That decision was upheld at the Court of Appeal in 
February 2024. 
 
On 25 March, she lost an initial bid to take the case to the Supreme Court. 
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How many people have lost their citizenship? 
According to the Home Office, 220 people were stripped of their British citizenship for the 
public good between 2010 and 2022. That was almost always due to national security concerns. 
The highest year on record was 2017, when 104 people lost their citizenship. In comparison, 
three people lost their citizenship in 2022, the latest year for which data is available. 
 
What about other countries? 
US-born citizens cannot have their status revoked because citizenship is a birth right 
guaranteed in the US constitution. In Australia, a person can have their citizenship removed on 
national security grounds if they are a dual citizen of another nation. 
 
Citizenship can be removed for treason, disloyalty and other national security reasons in 14 EU 
states, including Greece, France and Romania. It can also be removed without notice in the 
Netherlands. 

 
Immigration since 1945 

Since the end of World War Two, immigration has transformed the UK.  

After the war, fewer than one in 25 of the population had been born outside the country; today 

that figure is closer to one in seven. 

There were four key turning points: - 

1948: The Windrush Generation 

In the aftermath of the war, the UK saw huge investment in public infrastructure. Bombed cities 

were rebuilt, transport systems expanded and new institutions, such as the NHS, had to be 

staffed. There were lots of employment opportunities and people from all over the 

Commonwealth came to the UK to help fill the labour shortage. 

Some of the first to arrive in 1948 were a group of 500 or so Caribbean migrants, who arrived 

on former troopship the Empire Windrush. Consequently, they and the 300,000 West Indians 

who followed them over the next 20 years,  Alongside those from the Caribbean came some 

300,000 people from India, 140,000 from Pakistan, and more than 170,000 from various parts 

of Africa. 

However, the Home Office did not keep a record of those granted leave to remain. Despite 

living and working in the UK for decades, it emerged in 2018 that some Windrush migrants and 

their families had been threatened with deportation and even removed. The UK government 

was forced to apologise. 

 

https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/migrants-in-the-uk-an-overview/
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/migrants-in-the-uk-an-overview/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-45258866
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-45258866
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1956: The Hungarian Revolution 

The end of World War Two also brought huge political changes in eastern and central Europe. 

After liberating the region, the Soviet Union installed Communist regimes that were deeply 

unpopular with many people. In reaction, hundreds of thousands of refugees fled to the West. 

The first to arrive in the UK were about 120,000 Poles, who arrived in 1945; the substantial 

Polish communities in Manchester, Bradford and west London date from this time. About 

100,000 people from Ukraine and the Baltic States also came to the UK for similar reasons. 

In 1956, the people of Hungary rose up against their Communist rulers. After Soviet tanks drove 

into Budapest to crush the uprising, almost 200,000 Hungarians fled the country. Britain took in 

30,000 of these political refugees. 

1971: Immigration Act 

The post-war boom in immigration from Commonwealth countries was not welcomed by 

everyone. In the late 1950s, racial tensions erupted in a series of riots, most famously in 1958 in 

Notting Hill and Nottingham. Under considerable pressure, the British government eventually 

cracked down on all forms of racial discrimination.  

But it also introduced a series of laws limiting immigration. 

The most important of these was the Immigration Act of 1971, which decreed Commonwealth 

immigrants did not have any more rights than those from other parts of the world. This 

effectively marked the end of the Windrush generation.  

1992: The EU expansion 

In 1992, the UK joined other EU nations in signing the Maastricht Treaty on European 

integration. This granted all EU citizens equal rights, with freedom to live in any member state 

they chose. In the following decade, tens of thousands of EU citizens came to live and work in 

Britain. 

Few people protested, possibly because these newcomers were balanced out by the tens of 

thousands of British people who moved away to other parts of the EU. 

In 2004, the EU was expanded to include seven nations from the Eastern Bloc- Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Hungary - while Slovenia, Malta and Cyprus 

also joined at the same time. Unlike Germany or France, the UK put no temporary restrictions 

on arrivals from these new member states.  

The government predicted that EU enlargement would only cause a rise of up to 13,000 people 

a year in immigration. In the event, more than a million people from these countries arrived 

and stayed over the next decade. It was one of the biggest influxes in British history. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6675793.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6675793.stm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-24463873
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3cswsgr
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/3675659.stm
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Since 2016, the year of the Brexit referendum, EU immigration has fallen - although more EU 

citizens still arrive in the UK than leave.  

The Immigration Act received Royal Assent on 11th November 2020, which meant an end to the 

free movement of EU citizens to the UK as of 31st December 2020. 

In the meantime, however, immigration from other parts of the world has increased to fill the 

gap. Despite government targets to reduce net migration to the "tens of thousands", the UK's 

net migration figures remain historically high in the context of the past century. 

The government encourages respect for differences through laws such as The Equality Act 

2010. This also criminalises behavior that could be seen as discriminatory. Other ways that 

tolerance and acceptance can be promoted are through: - 

 Schools making sure that they have mixed entry, avoiding the types of segregation that 
occurred in the USA in the 50’s and 60’s’; 

 Having community events that celebrate different cultures; 

 Learning and being respectful of religious events such as Diwali, Christmas, Eid etc. 

 Encouraging and welcoming migrants to communities. 

 

Our sense of identity come from a mixture of family traditions, school, friends, work colleagues, 

the media, British values, from an ethic group we may be a member of and from religion. 

People can have Multiple Identities which means that they have different cultural influences on 

their life, they may have differing values/beliefs in their family and they may have ancestry 

from a number of countries.   

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/bulletins/migrationstatisticsquarterlyreport/november2019
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/bulletins/migrationstatisticsquarterlyreport/november2019
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-49579480
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-49579480
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-46618532
https://archive.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/32867/Legislation
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It’s important to remember that although the people of the UK are often referred to as British, 

the nations within all have differing identities and characteristics; i.e. a 16 year old from Sutton 

will have many similarities with a 16 year old from the Scottish Highlands but will also have 

huge differences in terms of their identity – city v rural, differing opportunities etc. 

 

Your identity can have a huge impact on your life.  Increasingly it’s impossible to ignore how 

much things like race, gender, and sexuality play a part in the choices we make and the 

opportunities we have. Certain jobs are associated with certain genders to the point that 

people’s ability to choose that job is restricted by how it will be perceived by those around 

them. There were anti-homosexuality laws in 79 countries around the world in 2016, 

threatening the security of a homosexual person in the workplace and restricting their 

rights.  There are few places in the world where women could vote before 1900, and the first 

woman to vote in Saudi Arabia only did so in 2015. People of colour in the United States were 

only given the legal protections needed to regularly vote in 1965, before which time they had a 

limited legal say in politics and society. 

 

Unfortunately, parts of our identity are still the basis of how people might judge us, without 

actually knowing anything about us.  

 

Example – BBC News -22 January 2020 

“A transgender soldier in South Korea says she will sue the army after it dismissed her for 

violating regulations following her sex change. Byun Hui-soo, 22, joined the army as a man but 

had gender reassignment surgery last year after suffering from gender dysphoria and mental 

health issues.  

A defence ministry spokesman told AFP news agency that the soldier had been undergoing 

tests at a military hospital, which classified the loss of male genitals as a mental or physical 

handicap.” 
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What are democratic values and where do they come from? 

Ever since the Magna Carta in 1215, UK citizens have increasingly been given rights that protect 

their liberty and freedoms. These rights have then been further protected by UK laws, including 

the Human Rights Act 1998. Key rights include: 

- equality (to be free from discrimination)  
- representation (to vote and choose who represents us) 
- to freedom of speech and opinion 
- to freedom of association (to be able to meet with others, including at protests) 
- to tolerance and respect (to be able to practice and respect our religions and cultures); 
- to privacy.  

 

Whilst it’s great that these rights are promoted, protected and respected there is also a duty of 

citizens to respect the rights and freedoms of others, and to obey the law. Sometimes, different 

people or groups (nationally and locally) can come into conflict and need to be balanced in 

This is an American 

cartoon by Garry 

Trudeau from the 

Doonesbury comic strip. 

It comments on the 

calculations we make 

about one another. 

Risk factors are things 

that might concern you.  

Mitigating factors are 

things that might make 

you less concerned 

about the person. 
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different situations in life and work where there is inequality or unfairness. Some examples are 

below: - 

 

Security v Privacy: People have the right to privacy for their letters, phone calls and emails. 

However, in 2009 the UK government decided that all emails and records of phone 

conversations should be made available to the police in order to improve our security from 

terrorism. 

 

Freedom of expression v encouraging hatred: You have a right to say and write what you think 

in a responsible way. However, this leaves a lot to a person’s own judgement. He or she may 

speak out in a way that encourages hatred of a particular religious or cultural group. This would 

take away the rights of those groups as they have a right not to experience hatred or 

discrimination.  

 

Press freedom v privacy: There are often conflicts over whether the media have a right to write 

stories that may cause embarrassment to individuals and their families. The press are allowed 

to do this if the story is true and if they can show that the news is ‘in the public interest’. They 

are not allowed to hack into people’s phones, as happened in the Millie Dowler case. 

 

The law is a complicated thing to understand, hence why solicitors and barristers are so well 

paid! Whilst law is created by Parliament, it is for judges to interpret it. Our legal system is 

based on the Rule of Law, which can be seen on the next page.  

 
 

Although we’ve had the Human Rights Act since 1998, prior to this the UK used the UN 

Declaration of Human Rights and UK citizens had to take the government to EU courts if they 

felt the UK government was not respecting their human rights. Now UK citizens can use the 

Human Rights Act 1998 in UK courts.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwih1eTin6zXAhXIIuwKHV-MDmYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.gresham-books.co.uk/books/educational-books/british-values/the-rule-of-law-poster/&psig=AOvVaw0eGQCt7Bfc18XtTtEEEpUK&ust=1510136694326877
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Case Study – Bill of Rights to replace the Human Rights Act? 

In recent years, the Conservative government has discussed replacing the Human 

Rights Act with a Bill of Rights. This has largely been because they felt that some 

groups – criminals, some seeking citizenship etc – were abusing our rights for 

their own benefit. Opponents stated that this was untrue and was actually 

designed to limit our rights.  
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How does local democracy work? 

Citizens vote for local councilors who represent them on their local council; most councilors will 

belong to one of the main political parties. Whilst councilors are elected most council 

employees, such as council officers, are permanent employees and don’t leave if a new party 

takes over control of the council. Below shows where a London council spends its budget.   

 

Councils are responsible for a wide range of services including:- 

Adoption, Air Pollution, Disabled Parking, Cemeteries, Waste Collections, Planning Permission, 

Street Lighting, Graffiti Removal, Libraries, Housing Benefit, Sports Centres, Street Lighting, 

Trading Standards, Police and Safety and much more.  

 

The image below shows where one local council will be getting its money from: - 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwia8uL_s6zXAhUTkRQKHeC5D_cQjRwIBw&url=http://love.lambeth.gov.uk/toughchoices/budget-figures/720x300-where-we-spend-our-money/&psig=AOvVaw2oB3N9ETEcI1LC4Fl1dk7C&ust=1510142077127296
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3ht6NtqzXAhWINxQKHTcuC7UQjRwIBw&url=http://info.westberks.gov.uk/councilspending&psig=AOvVaw2PfPDMH1kfE65wKdGy9R9a&ust=1510142698487762
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Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK 

Who runs the country? 

Conservative Party Labour Party Liberal Democrats 
The Conservative Party thinks 
that individuals should own and 
control businesses and services 
and make profits from them; 
the government should not 
interfere too much with these 
things. This is likely to create a 
gap between rich and poor but 
that is an unavoidable result of 
a competitive society and 
economy.  

Tax should be low, so that you 
can keep as much of what you 
earn as possible. As businesses 
and services are privately 
owned, it's thought that people 
will have more money to spend 
on these things, instead of the 
government taking your money 
and choosing for you. In turn 
this will improve public services, 
because in order to get you to 
use them, they need to be 
good. 

Traditional values should be 
encouraged to help build strong 
communities and families. Strict 
discipline and respect will cut 
crime and criminals should be 
treated harshly. 

Traditions such as the monarchy 
and the House of Lords are a 
very important part of Britain's 
history. They should be left as 
they are. 

The government should work 
with private companies to 
provide good public services. 
The government should be 
involved in helping to close the 
gap between rich and poor by 
providing opportunities for 
those in need. All public services 
such as schools and hospitals 
need to receive funding from 
the government in order to 
provide good-quality services 
that are available for everyone 
to use. 

There need to be different 
levels of tax depending on how 
much you earn. The more you 
earn, the more you should pay - 
otherwise you end up with a 
group of very, very rich people 
and a group of very, very poor 
people. The tax is used to 
provide services for everybody, 
rich and poor. 

Communities need to be strong 
by promoting tolerance of and 
respect for all and by all. 
Everyone should enjoy their 
individual rights but they must 
also understand that they have 
responsibilities to those around 
them. 

 

The Lib Dems, as they're called 
for short, are somewhere 
between the Labour and 
Conservative parties in their 
beliefs. They believe in personal 
freedom and a fair and open 
society where there is equality 
for everyone and strong 
communities. This can be 
achieved through free 
healthcare and education for all 
and by encouraging business to 
flourish but not interfering. 

The poor and those in need 
should receive help from the 
government. This would 
probably mean an increase in 
income tax. The environment 
can only be saved by reducing 
pollution from cars. The party 
believes there should be a 
strong and effective transport 
system. 

The Lib Dems think it's more 
important to deal with the 
causes of crime not just the 
effects, otherwise it can never 
be reduced. 

The Lib Dems believe that 
Britain should have a role in 
Europe. 
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There are other political parties that have some success in elections. UKIP (United Kingdom 

Independence Party) campaigned for the UK to leave Europe; the Greens focus on the 

environment and the SNP (Scottish National Party) has campaigned for Scotland to be an 

independent country. The Brexit Party were created to ensure Brexit happened. 

The main 2 parties  

                

Conservative Party     Labour Party 

The Government The Official Opposition (because they are 

the 2nd largest party) 

Leader: Rishi Sunak (The Prime Minister)  Leader: Keir Starmer 

No of MPs: 349 (54% of all MPs)   No of MPs: 196 (30% of all MPs) 

For years there has been criticism that the MPs that are in Parliament are not representative of 

the population. Whilst 90% of all students go to a comprehensive like Overton, only around 

50% of MPS did. At least 27% went to private schools. 
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Of our 650 MPs, 65 (10%) are from ethnic                   In 2019, only 21 MPs (3%) were under 30                                                      

minorities.                                                                          years old. 

       

There are 220 female MPs (up from 208 in 2017) – the majority of Labour and Lib Dem MPs are 

female. 

Citizens and Politics 

There are a wide range of ways in which citizens can participate in politics: - 

- They could stand for election as an MP; 
- They could campaign on behalf of a political party; 
- They could join a political party or a pressure group; 
- They could join relevant protests and marches;  
- They could join in other forms of political action such as boycotts, strikes or civil 

disobedience; 
- They could stand for election as a member of the local council (a councillor) 
- They could vote in elections; 
- They could sign petitions, or 
- They could even share political stories, articles, viewpoints on social media.   

Elections and voting systems   

We live in a Representative Democracy, where everyone has the right to have a say in choosing 
the people who take decisions. This is done by voting in General Elections (for MPs), Local 
Elections (for councillors in Sutton), European Elections other elections like London Mayor.  
 
Occasionally we get to vote in Referendums, which is a form of Direct Democracy (we are 
directly deciding something, e.g. Brexit Referendum – we were deciding to remain or leave the 
EU). Direct democracy, sometimes called "pure democracy," is a form of democracy in which all 
laws and policies imposed by governments are determined by the people themselves, rather 
than by representatives who are elected by the people. 
 
In a true direct democracy, all laws, bills, and even court decisions are voted on by all citizens. 
 



19 
 

 
 
The UK has the following democratic features: - 

 Free and fair elections—all adults over the age of 18 may vote in a secret ballot. 
 Representative institutions such as parliament. 
 Free press and media—no government control. 
 The rule of law. 
 Freely operating pressure groups and political parties. 
 Little political corruption. 
 An impartial, anonymous, permanent civil service. 

 
How do I become an MP?  

1. The first step is to make sure you're eligible. If you're over 18 and hold a British 
passport, then you're well on your way. 

2. If you're a prisoner serving more than one year, you've been declared bankrupt and it 
has not yet been discharged, you're a police officer or serving member of the armed 
forces, or (understandably enough) if you have ever been convicted of electoral fraud or 
similar, then you are ruled out. 

3. To put yourself forward in a constituency, you must be able to find 10 local registered 
voters who are prepared to back your candidacy.  

4. You can either represent one of the main parties if they’ve chosen you or you can stand 
as an independent. 

5. Then send £150, a £500 deposit (you'll get it back if you get more than five per cent of 
the vote), and a filled-out nomination form to the Returning Officer before the deadline. 
You will then be put on the ballot sheet, with your name and the name of your party. 

6. It's not cheap, running for political office. You won't need the billions spent on the US 
Presidential election, but you will need around £5,000 in running costs and advertising. 

7. Make yourself known. Poster campaigns, newspaper coverage and campaign leaflets are 
obvious ways, as are signs on supporters' homes. And, of course, get out, knock on 
doors, shake hands and kiss babies. The last bit is simple; get more votes in the ballot 
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box than anyone else. You need to keep campaigning to the last minute - knocking on 
doors to remind supporters to go to the polls - as well as finding time to vote yourself. 

 

Types of MPs 

Every MP represents a constituency. This is a geographical area that has around 70,000 voters in it. 

There are 650 MPs in the UK, with some MPs representing small areas that contain 70,000 voters, 

whereas some constituencies have their 70,000 voters spread over a large area (e.g. in the Scottish 

Highlands). The largest constituency is Ross, Skye and Lochaber.  It measures approximately 12,000 

square kilometres. The smallest constituency is Islington North at 7.35 square kilometres. 

 

If a party has a majority of MPs (50%+) then the MP who is the leader of that party will become the 

Prime Minister.  

 

Some MPs are known as backbenchers. Backbenchers are MPs or members of the House of Lords that 

are neither government ministers nor opposition Shadow ministers. They are so called because, in the 

Chamber, they sit in the rows of benches behind their parties' spokespeople who are known as 

frontbenchers. 

 

MPs that have added responsibility are called Ministers. Ministers are the MPs and members of the 

House of Lords who are in the Government. They are appointed by the Prime Minister and each given a 

specific area of government policy to oversee. Ministers speak on behalf of the Government from the 

frontbenches during parliamentary debates and must answer questions put to them by other MPs or 

members of the House of Lords. The biggest opposition party (currently Labour) will also have their own 

version of ministers, called Shadow Secretary of State for each department.  

                   
 

 
 
 
  

 
  

Rishi Sunak 

MP 

Leader of the Party with 

most MPs so becomes the 

Prime Minister.  

Paul Scully 

MP (for Sutton) 

Used to be the Minister 

for London, so was also a 

frontbencher.  

Theresa May 

MP 

Was Prime Minister but 

resigned. Isn’t a minister 

so has become a 

backbencher.  
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Referendums are often viewed as positive occasions for the population to participate in politics 

as the Government trusts its citizens to make a key decision. But some people question their 

Positives of UK Democracy: 

· Free and fair elections (every 5 years) 

· Political Parties are free to air their views 

and campaign for their policies 

· Politicians are accountable to the 

electorate at election time. We can vote 

them out if we wish. 

· Freedom of speech/Freedom of the press 

· Freedom of association 

· Freedom of assembly 

· No official discrimination against minority 

groups 

· Human Rights Act 

Negatives of UK Democracy 
· Elections are not free (they cost money) and 
governments choose the date 
· Smaller political parties suffer as a result of 
the electoral system (see below) 
· Falling turnout at general elections can 
question the legitimacy of the government 
· There are limitations on freedom of speech 
regarding race, etc. 
· The Police can break up assemblies they 
deem to be riotous 
· Human Rights Act is just an Act- it can be 
replaced. 
  
 

     

Keir Starmer 

MP 

Leader of the Party with 

second most MPs so 

becomes the Leader of 

the Opposition.  

David Lammy 

MP (for Tottenham) 

Also the Shadow Foreign 

Minister, so is a 

frontbencher sitting 

opposite the government.  

Apsana Begum 

MP (Poplar and Ealing) 

Isn’t a minister so is a 

backbencher.  
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use – is it really better to get an uninformed population to decide something rather than 

knowledgeable politicians? Would you trust your health to your friend rather than a Doctor? 

Referendums also cost a lot of money – the Brexit referendum was around £130m+.  

 

Above shows us how our electoral system works - you just need to get more votes than anyone 

in your area (constituency). What’s great is that it’s really simple to work out the winner, is 

fairly quick to work out and is cheap compared to other systems. But a negative is that you can 

be elected with more people wanting someone else rather than actually wanted you. 

Most UK citizens can vote (around 47m citizens). Those who can’t include: - 

 prisoners 

 Members of the House of Lords 

 EU citizens living in the UK 

 Anyone found guilty of corruption in previous elections 
The King can vote, though it’s seen as unconstitutional to do so.  

 

In recent years there have been calls for the franchise to be extended to 16 year olds (for them 

to be given the right to vote).  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi30sT8wKzXAhVSkRQKHbuAByMQjRwIBw&url=https://infograph.venngage.com/p/108601/abolish-fptp-kitana&psig=AOvVaw1mlwWOH6yBfutIXEbMsk1r&ust=1510145569046800
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General Elections (GE) are now held once every 5 years, although a Prime Minister can decide 

to have an earlier GE as long as they can get 2/3 of Parliament to agree to it.  

 

For many years our election system, First Past the Post has been criticized for being unfair and 

disproportional. To win a constituency, such as Sutton, you need to be the candidate with the 

most votes. Paul Scully (Conservative) won the constituency in 2019 and became the MP for the 

area. He did this with 50% of the votes.  

But in most areas the winner doesn’t have over 50% of all the votes, but just has the most votes 

of any candidate. In Belfast South, the winner only had 30% of all the votes, which meant that 

70% of people didn’t want them!  

Another problem of First Past the Post is that smaller parties don’t win the number of 

MPs/seats that their vote deserves because they don’t have concentrated support in any area 

to win that particular constituency. They have support all over the country but never enough in 

an area to beat the bigger parties such as Labour and Conservatives. Below shows you how 

unfair the system is – in 2015, UKIP won one constituency (0.2% of all MPs), despite having 

12.6% of all the UK’s votes. If we had a fairer system – such as Proportional Representation (PR) 

– then they would have achieved 82 MPs. A proportional election system is one that gives you a 

similar percentage of MPs to your vote (i.e. 10% of the vote gets you 10% of the MPs). 

FPTP just rewards the winner of each constituency and every other vote is wasted. PR would 

mean votes aren’t wasted. Because the elections for the European Parliament are done using 

PR, smaller parties such as UKIP and the Greens receive MEPs in line with their percentage of 

the vote.  
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Why then would people use FPTP if it’s not fair?  

- It’s quick to work out results 
- It’s simple to understand 

 

- You tend to get one party winning over 50% of the MPs and being able to govern on 
their own. This is because both Labour and Conservatives have areas of concentrated 
support (Labour – cities, Conservative – rural and wealthier areas).  

- Small extremist parties are unlikely to ever win enough support to win a single 
constituency let alone the whole country.  

- Has worked well for hundreds of years.  
- Everyone has an individual (MP) who is in Parliament who they know and can go to if 

they have concerns. Some election systems don’t give voters a specific individual they 
can go to.  

Loads of benefits then, but the disadvantages are: - 

- As mentioned previously, the results aren’t fair or proportional. Smaller parties tend to 
suffer; 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiyr_fRvLvXAhXItRoKHXewBWIQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pollstation.uk/should_the_uk_electoral_system_be_more_proportional&psig=AOvVaw1TEzIXL7k4Yzvy_fSwUt68&ust=1510659819054868
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- Minority groups aren’t often represented well by the parties that are elected; 
- A huge number of votes are wasted (any that go to a losing candidate) 
- Some areas are ‘Safe Seats’. Reigate will always elect a Conservative so is there any 

point of supporters of other parties bothering to go and vote?  

The government is organized into departments and ministries. Each of these will have a 

Minister responsible for them, i.e. The Foreign Minister is Lord Cameron. You can see some of 

the other departments on the pie chart below; each will have a number of ministers and junior 

ministers responsible for them. Because government can change from being controlled by one 

party to another (i.e. Labour from 1997-2010, then Conservative since) it’s important that there 

are permanent people working in each department. These are called civil servants.  

 

How does Parliament work? 

Often when people talk about Parliament and power in the UK, they mention words such as 

executive, legislature, judiciary and monarchy. The Executive is basically the decision-making 

branch of government. So it’s the Prime Minister and their Cabinet (group of key senior 

ministers and advisers who are chosen by the Prime Minister). The Legislature is the law-

making part of the system, so Parliament then, as that’s where laws are debated and created. 

The Judiciary is the courts and the judges who work within them. They interpret and practice 

the law. The Monarchy is the King or Queen.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXmY33w7vXAhXEWhoKHUewC24QjRwIBw&url=https://www.economicshelp.org/blog/142/economics/what-does-the-government-spend-its-money-on/&psig=AOvVaw3gk3H9ZtDmAEZ-nJwX5-El&ust=1510661806075595
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The House of Commons is where most law begins, the House of Lords then use their knowledge 

and expertise to scrutinize (check) the laws and make sure they’re appropriate and working.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unlike the USA, the UK does not have all of its main rules and powers written down in a single 

document – a constitution. Our rules and arrangements about power are in various different 

documents and traditions. So, our constitution is seen as unwritten, flexible and easy to change.  

What are constitutions and why do they matter?  

The term ‘constitution’ refers to the principles, rules and laws that establish and underpin a 

political system. The constitution creates and defines the powers of different political 

institutions and determines how they should relate to each other. It sets out the limits of these 

powers and regulates the relationship between the state and its citizens.  

 

Constitutions place both limitations and obligations on governmental organisations in their 

relationship with the people, and provide opportunities for the public to influence the political 

process. 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE96Cwx7vXAhWKnBoKHRcqAmcQjRwIBw&url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zwvqtfr/revision/2&psig=AOvVaw13t8p3CYznyLSR4jwa3iul&ust=1510662731551500
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Is the constitution of the United Kingdom written down?  

It is often noted that the UK does not have a ‘written’ or ‘codified’ constitution. It is true that 

most countries have a document with special legal status that contains some of the key 

features of their constitution. This text is usually upheld by the courts and cannot be changed 

except through an especially demanding process. The UK, however, does not possess a single 

constitutional document of this nature. Nevertheless, it does have a constitution.  

 

The UK’s constitution is spread across a number of places. This can make it more difficult to 

identify and understand. It is found in places including some specific Acts of Parliament; 

particular understandings of how the system should operate (known as constitutional 

conventions); and various decisions made by judges that help determine how the system 

works.   
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All of the above events are parts of our constitution.   

Is Magna Carta (1215) our constitution?  

 

Magna Carta (translated as Great Charter) was an agreement reached at Runnymede in 1215 

between King John and a group of English barons who had been part of a rebellion against the 

King.  

 

Magna Carta became significant in placing limits on the King’s power over his subjects, and in 

that the law should also apply to the monarch. This was the beginning of the rule of law (that 

everyone within a state should be bound by and entitled to the benefit of the law).   

 

Much of its impact came through inspiring and supporting future developments, such as 

‘habeas corpus’: that a person may not be detained without legal reason.  It also established 

that citizens should have the right to a fair trial and not be given unfair punishment.  

 

Magna Carta is often seen as the birth of Human Rights and is still an important part of our 

constitution today.  

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim746oyLvXAhVG1RoKHVYAC2UQjRwIBw&url=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/the-big-question-why-doesnt-the-uk-have-a-written-constitution-and-does-it-matter-781975.html&psig=AOvVaw1xlX46Xhb3WjI7q3iVJraI&ust=1510662985875306
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim746oyLvXAhVG1RoKHVYAC2UQjRwIBw&url=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/the-big-question-why-doesnt-the-uk-have-a-written-constitution-and-does-it-matter-781975.html&psig=AOvVaw1xlX46Xhb3WjI7q3iVJraI&ust=1510662985875306
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The chart above shows the number of gun deaths in the USA by year; in 2017, it continued to 

increase further – there were 39,773 gun deaths. The US constitution is partly to blame for this 

as in a similar period there were only 700 gun deaths in the UK. The US constitution includes a 

2nd amendment which allows its citizens to bear arms (have weapons). Originally this was 

included so that citizens could protect their houses (and country) from foreign invaders, most 

likely the British. The US constitution is very difficult to change so this right has been in place for 

over 200 years. As a result, there are now thought to be more guns in the USA (400 million) 

compared to the population (330 million).  

The UK constitution’s flexibility and the ease with which it can be changed means the UK is far 

less likely to be left with disastrous laws. Any time a government is elected, they have the 

ability to cancel any laws created by previous governments. This means if a party introduced a 

dangerous law such as the gun laws of the USA, then the next government elected could 

abolish this law. Provided you have a majority of MPs in parliament, then you have huge power 

to change law and therefore the constitution.  

Because our constitution can change fairly easily, there have been lots of constitutional changes 

since 1997:- 

- Devolution (explained on p28) 
- Brexit (explained on p30) 
- The Human Rights Act was introduced 
- The Equality Act 2010 was introduced 
- The House of Lords was reformed, meaning that the vast majority of Lords/Ladies are 

appointed rather than get a place there on a hereditary basis (basically getting a place 
there because they took it over from their parent). 

- Introduced an elected mayor of London 
 

Also, as new laws are introduced this changes our constitution. So new laws such as the Upskirting ban 

and changes to the laws on protest and striking will change our constitution.  
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Power in the UK 

The King  is a figurehead – his powers are limited by the laws and customs of Britain. 

Every law has to be signed off by the monarch – this is called Royal Assent. Only 

once in 600 years has the monarch not signed a law. (1707 – Scottish Militia). 

The King is head of the armed forces, the Church of England, the legal system  

and the country is governed in his name 

 

Parliament Parliament has the power to: 

• make laws  

• raise taxes 

In Britain we have the idea of Parliamentary Sovereignty - that because 

Parliament and its MPs are elected by the citizens of the UK then it should have 

complete power. In reality though there are lots of limits, such as: - 

- Upsetting the electorate (the public will then just vote them out) 

- Judges can rule that Parliament has created laws that are unjust 

- Parliament can introduce laws that go against European law 

 

 

PM  The Prime Minister exercises power in the King’s name. He/she can: 

•  appoint other ministers 

•  make the important decisions of government 

•  tell the MPs in their party which way to vote (although they don’t always do 

as they are told)  

•  conduct relations with other countries and declare war and make treaties in 

the King’s name 

 

Judiciary  Judges interpret and implement the laws created. Decide whether laws 

introduced are fair and legally sound. 

 They can conduct Judicial Review. This is a vital role to ensure that democracy is 

achieved. Basically, it means that the judiciary check that the government and 

public bodies (like councils) haven’t done things that they don’t have the power 

or legitimacy to do.  

 

Case Study: Judicial Review 

For example, Boris Johnson ‘pro-rogued’ Parliament in 2019, which basically meant he shut it 

down. He was frustrated with Parliament opposing his Brexit deals and so temporarily closed it 
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down, to stop debate and discussion. The Supreme Court decided that this was wrong and 

ordered that Parliament must reopen. The power of Judicial Review is important as it ensures 

that the government don’t act in a way that exceeds their power. This was also the case when 

Donald Trump tried to introduce a ban on travel into the USA from countries with a large 

Muslim population; courts blocked this until he changed the law.  

  

As you can see, there are a number of key figures that have real power in the UK. Due to this, 

they are all able to ensure that no other part of the system misuses their power and becomes 

too powerful. Parliament can vote against the Government/PM’s proposed laws. In the last 5 

years, the Government has lost votes in Parliament on Syrian air strikes, longer hours trading on 

Sundays and increasing benefits cuts. The House of Lords can delay laws made in the House of 

the Commons. The King could refuse to sign and accept a law. If a citizen believes that the 

Government has acted illegally then they can use Judicial Review to get judges to decide if this 

was the case. The media also play a huge role in affecting power in the UK.   

 
Parliament’s key role is to pass and creating law but it also exists to question and check up on 

the work of the Government and the PM.  

Parliament checks and challenges the work of government by conducting Prime Minister’s 

Questions (PMQs) every Wednesday, where the PM has to answer questions about their work, 

their plans for the future and other topical issues. Parliament holds debates over laws, where 

politicians from all parties can give their views. They can make and change laws or suggest 

changes to existing laws. Committees exist, made up of parties from all parties, toc check up on 

the work of the government. Matt Hancock and Boris Johnson had to face a number of 

committees to explain their actions during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Ultimately Parliament is seen as being the most powerful body in the UK, more than the 

government. Parliamentary Sovereignty. Parliamentary sovereignty is a principle of the UK 

constitution. It makes Parliament the supreme legal authority in the UK which can create or end 

any law. Generally, the courts cannot overrule its legislation and no Parliament can pass laws 

that future Parliaments cannot change. Parliamentary sovereignty is the most important part of 

the UK constitution. 
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How is power shared between Westminster and the devolved administrations? 

Since 1999, the way the United Kingdom is run has been transformed by devolution - a process 

designed to decentralise government and give more powers to the three nations which, 

together with England, make up the UK. 

 

The United Kingdom is made up of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.  

Devolution essentially means the transfer of powers from the UK parliament in London to 

assemblies in Cardiff and Belfast, and the Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh. Public votes were 

held in 1997 in Scotland and Wales, and a year later in both parts of Ireland.  

 

This resulted in the creation of the Scottish Parliament, the National Assembly for Wales and 

the Northern Ireland Assembly.  
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These are the powers that have been devolved (given to) the Welsh assembly for the UK 

Parliament in Westminster. 

 

The UK government, led by the prime minister in Downing Street, is responsible for national 
policy on all powers which have not been devolved - known usually as "reserved powers". 

The main areas which are reserved to Westminster are:  

 The constitution (e.g. the rules about how the country is run) 
 Defence and national security (e.g., going to war, army numbers etc.) 
 Foreign policy (e.g.. deals and treaties with other countries) 
 Immigration and citizenship (e.g.. who can/cannot come into the country, how to 

become a British citizen)) 
 Tax policy (income tax rates devolved in Scotland) (e.g.. how much tax we’re all 

supposed to pay) 

Why did this happen? 

For years, the people of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland complained that all the main 

decisions about their countries were made miles away in London. They asked that some 

decisions could be made in their own parliament/assemblies. Each country had a referendum 

and the citizens of each decided they would like more decisions to be made in their own 

assemblies/parliaments rather than in Westminster.  

This has encouraged Scotland to look at becoming an independent nation and to leave the 

United Kingdom. In 2014, they had a referendum to leave the UK. 55% of Scots voted to remain 

in the UK. Despite this, there are still calls for another independence referendum by the SNP 

(Scottish National Party), under their leader Nicola Sturgeon. This has increased since the Brexit 

https://seneddhome.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/devograph2.jpg
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vote. Whilst the UK as a whole voted to Leave, Scotland voted to Remain (62%); so the chance 

of Scottish independence happening, still remains. The argument is that if Scotland were an 

independent country then they would still remain in the EU and that it’s because of England’s 

larger size and support for Brexit that the whole of the UK are having to leave. 

Case Study – Scottish Independence 
In 2014 Scotland had an independence referendum, with 55% of voters deciding against 
independence with 45% wanting independence. According to successive Conservative prime 
ministers, 2014 settled the matter. Yet the constitutional debate has raged on. 
 
The shock result of the June 2016 Brexit referendum increased support for the independence 
movement as Scotland voted overwhelmingly to remain, by 62% to 38%, while the UK overall 
voted to leave by 52% to 48%. The main Scottish Party - the SNP - said the Scottish Parliament 
should have the right to hold another referendum as Scotland had been taken out of the EU 
against its will. 
 
Support for independence manifested in mass marches and rallies for independence. After tens 
of thousands took to the street of Edinburgh in October 2019, the SNP leader, Nicola Sturgeon 
tweeted: "Be in no doubt - independence is coming.” 
 
In June 2022, Ms Sturgeon proposed 19 October 2023 as the date for a second referendum. In 
one of his last acts before resigning as prime minister, Mr Johnson told Ms Sturgeon that it was 
"not the time" to hold a referendum. 
 
In November 2022, the Supreme Court ruled that the Scottish government could not hold an 
independence referendum without the UK government's consent. The new SNP leader, Humza 
Yousaf said the government will seek independence negotiations with Westminster if the SNP 
wins the most seats in Scotland at the next general election.  

 
What was Brexit all about?  

Brexit is a word made up to describe the “British Exit“ from the European Union (EU). In a vote 

on June 23, 2016, more than half of the people of the United Kingdom   (UK) chose to leave the 

EU. 

To decide about Brexit, the UK held a special kind of vote called a “referendum”. The results 

were close to tied. 51.9% of the people who voted wanted to leave. People had different 

reasons for wanting to leave the EU. Many people wanted to limit immigrants – people who 

come to the UK from other countries. Some people in the UK wanted to be independent of 

Europe. Some people thought that leaving the EU would be better for businesses in the UK. 

 

https://newsforkids.net/fast_fact/united-kingdom/
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How does government manage public money? 

The main areas of spending are social protection (benefits, pension etc.), the NHS and the 

education system.  

In 2023/24, the expenditure of the United Kingdom government is expected to be reach 1,189 

billion British pounds, with the highest spending function being the 341 billion pounds 

expected to be spent on social protection, which includes pensions and other welfare benefits. 

Government spending on health was expected to be £245 billion   

 

Where does the UK government get all this money from? 

 

 

National 

Insurance 

Contributions 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj17q_7ssXXAhVCfhoKHbQbB3QQjRwIBw&url=https://www.economicshelp.org/blog/12272/economics/falling-uk-tax-revenue/&psig=AOvVaw1IMY4xDb7n5xhVqNx_g4rg&ust=1511000853815754
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The more you earn, the more you end up paying in tax. If you earn up to £12,570 per year, you 

pay no income tax. From £12,570-£50,270, you pay 20% in income tax and then so on (see 

below). 

 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer is the minister who is responsible for deciding how to use the 

income that the government has. Obviously they will speak with other ministers and the Prime 

Minister to decide how much the various departments receive in terms of funding. There is 

always arguments and pressure from each department to receive even more funding, so the 

Chancellor has a careful balancing impact in terms of spending the Government’s responsibility 

sensibly.    

Where does Sutton council get all its money from? 

Local government is responsible for a range of vital services for people and businesses in 

defined areas. Among them are well known functions such as social care, schools, housing and 

planning and waste collection, but also lesser known ones such as licensing, business support, 

registrar services and pest control. 

In England, more than one million people work in local government across a range of different 

types of authorities, providing more than 800 different services to local communities. 

Local councils, which is the most common type of local authority, are made up of councillors 

who are elected by the public in local elections. 
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Local authorities have three main sources of revenue: 

 Government grants – money from central government for local services 

 Council tax – a property tax levied on residential properties 

 Business rates – a property tax levied on business premises 

 

This is where Sutton’s budget comes from:- 

 

Sutton’s 2023-24 Budget sets out how the council would invest in services including: 
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Some of the specific things they will do include:- 

 

They also have a number of challenges to face: - 
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Theme C: Law and justice 

What is the law for and how does it affect us? 

Law is the official rules and regulations that are used to govern a society and to control the 
behaviour of its members, so law is a form of social control.  Legal systems are particular ways 
of establishing and maintaining social order.  
 
A legal system must: - 

- apply to the whole of society, not just one part; 

- reflect the moral attitudes and views of society (e.g. punish actions that society believes 

should be illegal) 

- change and adapt to reflect changing moral values (e.g. increasingly, same sex marriage has 

been allowed in countries) 

- punish people who commit criminal offences (e.g. whether through fines, imprisonment etc.) 

 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjulIuhq8_XAhUEOxQKHYJkA30QjRwIBw&url=https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Why-Do-We-Need-Laws-Year-5-HASS-2884007&psig=AOvVaw1k7sKJMCh_fvx1DmZKMwCa&ust=1511342336852415
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Laws are also needed to help change the behavior of some citizens; if they are not given specific 

boundaries of acceptable behavior then they may offend with little thought/consideration for 

others. Laws are often introduced to respond to new situations in society (including scientific 

and technological developments and changing values), see below: - 

 

Case Study: - 

In 2015, the Serious Crime Bill was introduced to deal with an increase in domestic abuse. 

Domestic abusers who control victims via social media or spy on them online could now face up 

to five years in prison under the new law. The legislation will target those who subject spouses, 

partners and family members to psychological and emotional torment but stop short of 

violence. It paves the way for charges in cases where there is evidence of repeated "controlling 

or coercive behaviour".  This is behaviour that could include isolating a person from their 

friends and family; controlling what they do, where they go, who they can see, what they wear 

and when they sleep; repeatedly putting them down, such as telling them they are worthless 

and threats to reveal or publish private information. 

 
The UK system compared with other countries 
 

- In the UK legal system, judges and juries play an impartial role meaning they are entirely 
neutral. They listen to the evidence provided by the defence and prosecution and decide 
guilt/innocence on the basis of this information. Other countries have a system where 
the judge will question witnesses and prepare evidence. This system can be more open 
to bias.  

- The UK uses a system of common law, where laws are written by Parliament and in the 
judgements that judges make. Some countries, such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia and 
Northern Nigeria, have religious law. This where a religious document is the basis of that 
country’s laws.  

- England and Wales uses juries in criminal trials; this is so that 12 ordinary members of 
the public can decide the guilt/innocence of the accused. (In Scotland, it’s 15 jurors on a 
criminal trial). In South Africa, cases are heard without a jury and the decision on guilt is 
made by the judge/magistrate. That is why Oscar Pistorius’ murder trial didn’t feature a 
jury.  

- The UK doesn’t feature corporal punishment (use of force on a person) or capital 
punishment (the death penalty) unlike in other countries. 33 countries still use corporal 
punishment, including Ecuador, Saudi Arabia and Qatar. 58 countries still actively use 
the death penalty including the USA, China and Iran.      
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Legal Ages 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Countries have differing legal ages for when 

their citizens are allowed to complete 

particular actions/freedoms. Whilst the age 

of sexual consent is 16 in the UK, it’s only 14 

in Germany whilst being 18 in Turkey. Some 

legal age restrictions are constantly broken – 

look at the age restrictions on social media 

platforms.  

Age restrictions on drinking alcohol and 

smoking are largely down to the health 

implications on developing bodies and the 

need for a mature approach to them.  

The age of criminal responsibility in the UK is 

10; this is because there is a belief that by 10 

a child should have a fair understanding of 

the difference between right and wrong. The 

UN suggests a minimum of 12 years old and 

most of Europe follows this. In 33 states of 

the USA, there is no minimum age! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwje45b9r8_XAhXMB8AKHe2RAbYQjRwIBw&url=https://familypoint.cymru/too_young_for_facebook/&psig=AOvVaw0DLyRkeLWC7pjARiBJhLFz&ust=1511343601152871
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiu9InMsM_XAhXnK8AKHeS6AisQjRwIBw&url=http://www.glenkingmarketing.co.uk/news/2016/when-do-children-become-financially-responsible-18-is-too-young-according-to-new-research&psig=AOvVaw1iCLmMafdMZOU6eLgXp5i8&ust=1511343772891727
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Other key legal ages: - 

16 – consent to medical treatment, consent to sexual activities 

17 – drive most vehicles 

18 – vote (16 for Scottish Parliament elections), buy cigarettes, buy alcohol in pubs, get 

married. 

 

Case Study – Age of Criminal Responsibility 

The age of criminal responsibility in England, Wales and Northern Ireland is 10-years-old. The 

age of criminal responsibility in Scotland is 12-years-old. 

England and Wales 

In England and Wales children between 10 and 17 can be arrested and taken to court if they 

commit a crime. They are treated differently from adults: 

- the case is dealt with by youth courts 
- they are given different sentences 
- if given a custodial sentence, they will be sent to special secure centres 

for young people, not adult prisons. 
 

In England and Wales, children under 10 cannot be charged with committing a criminal offence. 

However, they can be given a: 

- local child curfew 
- child safety order. 
- Children under 10 who break the law regularly can sometimes be taken 

into care, or their parents could be held responsible 
 

No 10- or 11-year-olds have been imprisoned in England and Wales since 2010, the Ministry of Justice 

(MoJ) has said, as the criminal justice system becomes ever more reluctant to criminalise primary-

school-age children. 

 

There has been a huge drop in the number of very young children cautioned or convicted in England and 

Wales in recent years. In 2010, 781 youth cautions or sentences were given to 10-year-old children, 

according to information released by the Youth Justice Board (YJB) under the Freedom of Information 

(FoI) Act. In the year ending March 2022, the most recent figures available, just 16 10-year-olds and 80 

11-year-olds were convicted or cautioned, mostly for offences involving violence or arson. 

 

But the government has repeatedly refused to increase the age of criminal responsibility from 10, one of 

the youngest in the world, since the 10-year-olds Robert Thompson and Jon Venables were found guilty 

of murdering the Liverpool toddler James Bulger in 1993. Increasingly, charges against 10-year-olds are 

dropped once they reach court. Children in care are disproportionately likely to end up in court. A large 

study in September found that children who have lived in care are eight times more likely to have 

received a youth justice caution or conviction than those who have not. 
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Whilst citizens have a range of rights at different ages, they also have a wide range of 

responsibilities. Legal requirements for all citizens include: - 

- that they must pay taxes if they earn enough to do so;  

- that they should obey the laws of the land;  

- doing jury service service if they are selected; 

- that they are responsible for their children. If the parents separate, both are still required to 

contribute towards the costs of looking after their children; 

- as all citizens have the right to free speech we have a responsibility to allow them to express 

their views as long as their views aren’t discriminatory or incite violence; 

-  being a responsible citizen also means that you should uphold the moral values of society, 

this might include things that upset the life of others. Playing music really loudly for hours 

might not be illegal but might upset your neighbours. This would be more of a moral concern, 

although if the volume got too loud or went on too late at night then it could become a legal 

issue. 

 
 

“The Rule of Law” 

The most important rule in law is that there must be equality before law. This means that 

everyone should be treated equally regardless of their background and identity. This is vitally 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjS9eOX2tHXAhXIzRQKHcqRDpsQjRwIBw&url=https://www.slideshare.net/sociologyexchange.co.uk/sociologyexchangecouk-shared-resource-7162479&psig=AOvVaw2hOsNvHwQyifXv3VbUU1v1&ust=1511423592437409
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important to maintain the fairness of the system because your wealth, age and education 

shouldn’t dictate whether you are treated more favourably in a court of law.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everybody is equal under the 

law, i.e. we should all be 

treated the same way and be 

held to account under the 

same laws 

The courts and law should 

exist to make sure no-one 

person or the government 

become too powerful, i.e. 

stops anyone becoming a 

dictator 

You have the right to remain 

silent when being questioned.  

You are always seen as innocent 

unless the prosecution can prove 

you are guilty.   

Citizens are entitled to a fair 

trial (trial by jury) where 

evidence and witnesses are 

heard and they are given an 

opportunity to have their voice 

heard. Judges must remain 

impartial and unbiased.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjWrPjJtM_XAhXJD8AKHUZgCGoQjRwIBw&url=https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/rule-law-education-2015/&psig=AOvVaw00IIwpdnA_TQe2CIqFkKSU&ust=1511344871669130
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Case Study 

Lavinia Woodward, a young medical student at Christ Church, Oxford, was found guilty of 

wounding her boyfriend, a Ph.D. student at Cambridge, during a quarrel. Intoxicated, she 

stabbed him with a bread knife. When, terrified, he called emergency services, he exclaimed 

that she was high on cocaine—which, as it later proved, she often was. 

Woodward is the daughter of rich parents and was a brilliant student—indeed, first in her class. 

She had already coauthored papers in prestigious scientific journals. Her ambition was to be a 

cardiovascular surgeon, and she certainly had the intellectual capacity to achieve it: though, of 

course, far more than intellectual brilliance is needed to be a good surgeon. 

Woodward pleaded guilty to the attack on her boyfriend (the facts were not in dispute). But the 

judge first deferred sentencing, noting that, while her crime would normally draw an 

immediate prison sentence, he considered it wrong to blight so promising a career. Four 

months later, he suspended the prison sentence. 

Many commentators have argued that her wealth, background and class meant she received a 

lenient sentence. Some would argue if she had been male and her victim had been male then it 

would have led to a prison sentence. The chance of this would be further increased if it had 

been a poor, ethnic minority defendant. In this case, a lot of people thought it showed that the 

law wasn’t really equal for all. If you had wealth and privilege you were more likely to get away 

with a crime. 

In addition, all citizens must have access to justice. This means that if they don’t have a solicitor 

and/or can’t afford one, then one will be provided for them.  

England and Wales have a slightly different legal system from Northern Ireland and Scotland.  

The Scots legal system is unique in having three possible verdicts for a criminal trial: "guilty", 

"not guilty" and "not proven".  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verdict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guilt_(law)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acquittal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Not_proven
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Our law comes from: - 

- Acts of Parliament (the laws that Parliament makes) 
- Delegated Legislation (bylaws that councils make, like parking rules) 
- EU Law (laws the EU have made – won’t apply when we leave Europe) 
- Case Law (when the courts have clarified an unclear law and made a 

decision) 
- Custom (Traditions) 
- Legal Texts (books about law written by legal experts)  

Our law also is shaped by the UN Declaration of Human Rights. After the horrors of World War II it was 

recognised that whilst democracy is a partial check on power, it is not enough. The world community 

came together to agree on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The UDHR set minimum 

standards that protect everyone. A way of ensuring that never again can an elected government decide 

who matters and who does not. So British law is designed to ensure that the wide range of human rights 

are protected.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwik17r4us_XAhUGxxQKHZ3SBC0QjRwIBw&url=http://consumer.newbeginningsresources.co.uk/legal/the-english-legal-system/sources-of-english-law/&psig=AOvVaw2XzDL5uKU3mVmoCIbvlEOP&ust=1511346542953249
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An example of a recent law that helps ensure that human rights are upheld, is the Equality Act 2010. 

Article 14 of the UDHR requires that all of the rights and freedoms set out in the Act must be protected 

and applied without discrimination. The Equality Act 2010 supports this by ensuring that it is illegal to 

discriminate.  

 

The Equality Act 2010 legally protects people from discrimination in the workplace and in wider society.  

This shows that laws change and adapt as society and morals change. Some examples of laws that 

demonstrate this are:- 

- 2013 The Marriage (Same-sex) Act.  This marked history as marriage was extended to 
same-sex couples in England and Wales, allowing the solemnization of the marriage to be 
carried out in register offices and on approved premises. Civil partnerships continued to be 
recognised, and same-sex couples have the option to convert their partnership into a 
marriage. 

- In 2020, abortion was made legal in Northern Ireland.  
- Cigarettes can still be sold but have to be hidden behind shutters in shops. Smoking was 

banned in July 2007 from public places, including pubs and restaurants. 

How does the justice system work? 

Criminal law, one of two broad categories of law, deals with acts of intentional harm to 

individuals but which, in a larger sense, are offences against us all. It is a crime to break into a 

home because the act violates the privacy and safety of the home's occupants -  but it also 
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affects others as it makes us feel we might not be secure in our own homes. A crime is a 

deliberate or reckless act that causes harm to another person or another person's property.  

 

Civil law deals with disputes between private parties, or negligent acts that cause harm to 

others. For example, if individuals or companies disagree over the terms of an agreement, or 

who owns land or buildings, or whether a person was wrongfully dismissed from their 

employment, they may file a lawsuit asking the courts to decide who is right. As well, the failure 

to exercise the degree of caution that any normal person would take in any situation may result 

in a negligence claim. Depending on the circumstances, a person may be held responsible for 

any damages or injury that occurs as a result of their negligence. 

The purposes of criminal law:  

- used to protect the public from harm such as in cases where crimes are 
committed against a person or property.  

 The purposes of civil law:  

- to settle civil disputes, such as debt, personal injury, and family matters. 
 

The justice system in England and Wales  

For someone to be convicted of a crime, it must be proven that a crime was committed and, for 

most offences, that the person meant to commit the crime. For instance, striking another 

person is the crime of assault but it is only a crime if the blow was intentional. There are two 

factors that must occur for someone to be found guilty.  

 
Actus Reus means you must have committed the act you’ve been accused of. But this alone 

doesn’t necessarily mean you would be found guilty. The prosecution will also need to prove 

there was Mens Rea – basically that you intended to commit the crime. Crimes that might not 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCwpnn2tHXAhWBMhQKHZf3AngQjRwIBw&url=http://latest-law-news.blogspot.com/2015/11/mensrea-under-indian-law.html&psig=AOvVaw1glAV9ZFouxAFIbv4lY_oB&ust=1511423807928820
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rely on Mens Rea would include situations where people have been reckless or not necessarily 

realized they were committing a crime. e.g.,  In 2005 a 15-year-old boy was convicted of 

sexually assaulting  a child under 13 (she had consented) although the courts accepted the 

boy's claim that he had believed the 12-year-old girl to be 15. Although he didn’t have the Mens 

Rea (intention) to commit the crime, he had been reckless and was given 12 months detention. 

 

The Police 

Police officers play a central role in the law enforcement system. They monitor criminal activity, 

take part in community patrols, respond to emergency calls, issue tickets, make arrests, 

investigate crimes and testify in court as needed. The police can stop anyone in a public place 

and ask you to account for yourself. The police can stop and search any person, vehicle, and 

anything in or on the vehicle for certain items. However, before they stop and search they must 

have reasonable grounds for suspecting that they will find stolen goods, drugs, an offensive 

weapon, or any article made or adapted for use in certain offences, for example a burglary or 

theft, or knives, or items which could damage or destroy property, for example spray paint 

cans. 

 

 

 
 

Judges 

Essentially, the role of judges is to interpret and uphold the law. They are the ‘referee’ of a 

court case, ensuring that the defence and prosecution teams are operating within the rules. If a 

jury decides that the accused is guilty then it is up to the judge to decide the sentence that they 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statutory_rape
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should serve as a result. They can’t just pluck a punishment out of the air – they have to use the 

guidance on punishments that they are given.  

Magistrates 

The largest group of judges are magistrates. These are ordinary citizens who are not legal 

professionals - they have no legal training and are appointed not for any legal expertise but in 

order to ensure that the local community is involved in the running of the legal system and that 

its decisions reflect to some extent community values. There are around 30,000 lay magistrates. 

They sit as groups of three (as a "bench"). The magistrates preside over criminal trials in the 

magistrates’ courts, which deal with the vast majority of criminal cases. 

 
 

Solicitors 

Solicitors undertake most of the work in magistrates’ courts and county courts - both 

preparation of cases and also representing people. They also find barristers for clients.  

 

Barristers 

Barristers present cases in court where their ability to speak and to think quickly "on their feet" 

as the evidence unfolds is what they are skilled in. The barrister will be "briefed" (instructed) by 

a solicitor - it is the solicitor who first contacts the client and has initial conduct of the case. 

Barristers are often experts in certain types of case (murder, speeding etc.) 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjPq-z7z9LXAhVCuxQKHbJ0BN4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/636907572271603073/&psig=AOvVaw1Cl_xYsM1RBX5RL50OgBkD&ust=1511455313289355
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Citizens can also be involved in the justice system. They can participate simply by being 

responsible and respecting the rights of others. They can also participate in juries.  

 

 
 

Obviously there are also disadvantages of using a jury. They’re not legally trained and may not 

understand a case. They may ignore the law and feel that the accused had a moral justification 

for breaking the law and then find them not guilty. Sometimes jurors don’t take the case 

seriously and make decisions without great thought. In recent years, juries have consulted ouiji 

boards, the Bible and their mates before making a verdict; all not allowed.  

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixl_DuldLXAhVMXhQKHSW5C-IQjRwIBw&url=http://slideplayer.com/slide/5885728/&psig=AOvVaw2igoFxymmbCmDi7bOndiOF&ust=1511439691142289
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_lfXJl9LXAhVDQBQKHZsMDggQjRwIBw&url=http://www.hayeslaw.co.uk/your-rights-on-arrest/&psig=AOvVaw3tm2BqtKyFFzmi8Rycuf_K&ust=1511440159308098
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Courts and tribunals  

 

 

 

The highest criminal court with the 

most senior judges. They decide on 

major appeals and cases to clarify 

the law. *Can also be used for civil 

cases 
Where people can go to appeal 

against a decision or length of 

sentence.  

Most severe criminal 

cases are heard here, 

i.e. murder  

Where 90% of all criminal 

cases are heard, i.e. for all the 

minor crimes, such as robbery  

*Supreme 

Court is also 

the highest 

court for civil 

cases.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjTlrWxmNLXAhVC8RQKHaQACkoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.chambersstudent.co.uk/practice-areas/crime&psig=AOvVaw2Ww9v-QDjVVzjtF-dJxpJJ&ust=1511440299268610
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjTlrWxmNLXAhVC8RQKHaQACkoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.chambersstudent.co.uk/practice-areas/crime&psig=AOvVaw2Ww9v-QDjVVzjtF-dJxpJJ&ust=1511440299268610
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjswpqWmtLXAhUD1xQKHaoDC6IQjRwIBw&url=https://www.slideshare.net/egonzalezlara/criminal-an-civil-proceedings-in-uk&psig=AOvVaw3JF1J6lybfSnQpzo-a6P17&ust=1511440861963089
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There are also other types of courts such as tribunals. Tribunals operate in a similar way to 

courts of law, but have different rules and procedures; and only operate in a specialised area. 

They are used for situations such as people taking their employer to court.  There are dozens of 

different types of appeals and disputes which are heard in tribunals. Proceedings in tribunals 

are often relatively informal compared to the courts. Although some types of hearings take 

place in rooms which look very much like a court (for example in Immigration and Asylum 

cases) others have the tribunals judges and members and the user sitting around a table (for 

example in Social Security appeals). Tribunal users often appear without legal representation so 

the judges and members generally explain the proceedings to users and ask questions to get 

more information about the case they are hearing. 

 

Not every dispute has to go to the courts. There are other ways of solving this through methods 

known as Alternative Dispute Resolutions (ADR). Often this is much cheaper, quicker and is 

more likely to please both parties.  

 
 

Youth Court 

Magistrates' courts may deal with cases which involve people under 18 but only if they are tried 

with an adult. Young people also appear in the Crown Court if they are being jointly tried with 

an adult whose case needs to be heard in that court. Murder cases will always be heard in the 

Crown Court. The Youth Court may also send a young person to the Crown Court if the offence 

is very serious and the sentencing powers of the youth court are thought to be insufficient.  

Unless the case is one of those mentioned above, 10 to 17 year olds will have their case dealt 

with in the Youth Court.  
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The Youth Court is not open to the general public and only those directly involved in the case 

will normally be in court. The press may attend court and report the proceedings but will not 

usually be allowed to publish the defendant's name.  A hearing in the Youth Court is similar to 

one in the magistrates' court though the procedure is adapted to take account of age of the 

defendant. 

Youth justice facts and figures 

- In 2023 there were 440 young people in custody aged 18 and under. 
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Is crime increasing in society? 

Crime in England and Wales has seen its largest annual rise in a decade, according to the Office 

for National Statistics. The total number of crimes reported to and recorded by the police rose 

by 10% between April 2016 and March 2017 to almost five million. Violent crime was up by 

18%, robbery by 16% and sex offences by 14%. The figures come as Home Office data shows 

the number of police officers is the lowest since 1985. 

Despite the rise in crime recorded by police, the Crime Survey of England and Wales, based on 

people's experiences of crime, showed a 7% drop. The Crime Survey is always published on the 

same day as the ONS figures. Its results are based on a face-to-face survey of 38,000 adults and 

children in which they are asked about their experiences of crime in the previous year. The 

method means it includes crimes that are never reported to the police.  

                                                                          From http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40665733 

Why might crime be increasing? 
- Less Police officers and Police funding 
- People have more need to commit crime 
- More unemployment may lead people to turn to crime 
- More reoffending 
- People might not be worried about the punishments 
- People might think that the rewards are worth the risk 
- Victims don’t tell the police 

 

Why victims 
don't report 

crime

Ashamed of 
the offence 
happening

Feared 
retaliation

Didn't 
believe the 
Police could 

help

Believe it's a 
personal 
matter

Didn't 
believe it 

was 
important

Didn't want 
the accused 

to get in 
trouble

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40665733
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There are multiple strategies to reduce crime including through prevention, protection and 

punishment.  Prevention includes the use of things like bike locks, CCTV, house alarms, secure 

passwords for your online presence etc. Crime protection is a role that is fulfilled by the Police, 

and the security services. Punishment includes the court system and the various sentences that 

they can give to offenders.  

Sentences and punishment  

Only 9% of crimes end with suspects being charged or summonsed in England and Wales. In the 
12 months to March 2018, 443,000 crimes resulted in a charge or summons out of 4.6 million 
offences - the lowest detection rate since 2015. Data also shows police closed nearly half (48%) 
of all cases because no suspect could be identified. 
 

If you are found guilty of a crime, your sentence will depend on a number of factors, including 
the type, seriousness and circumstances of the crime. 
 
When deciding on a sentence, the judge or magistrate will consider things like: 

 your age 
 the seriousness of the crime 
 if you have a criminal record 
 if you pleaded guilty or not guilty 

 

Your sentence might depend on any ‘aggravating’ or ‘mitigating’ circumstances. 

 

An aggravating circumstance is something that makes a crime more serious, such as burgling 

someone’s house while they are asleep in bed, if the crime featured any form of discrimination 

etc.  

 

A mitigating circumstance is something that may reduce your sentence, such as having 

problems in your personal life that have affected your behaviour. 
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Punishments explained 

 

Discharge - Discharges are given for the least serious offences such as very minor thefts. 

The court may give an absolute discharge, which means it decides not to give a punishment 

because the experience of going to court has been punishment enough. However, the 

offender still gets a criminal record. 

 
Fines - Fines are the most common type of sentence given. That’s because they are given 

for lower level crimes that are common such as minor driving offences or theft. The amount 

is set by the court after considering the seriousness of the offence and how much money 

the offender can pay. 

 

Community Sentences - A community sentence combines punishment with activities 

carried out in the community. It can include one or more of 13 requirements on an 

offender. This could be carrying out up to 300 hours of unpaid work, which might include 

things like removing graffiti or clearing overgrown areas. Offenders might have to do unpaid 

work, go to rehab, obey a curfew, be banned from going to certain areas, be stopped from 

travelling abroad etc. 

 

Custodial sentence - Imprisonment is the most severe sentence available to the courts. 

Custodial sentences are reserved for the most serious offences and are given when the 

offence committed is “so serious that neither a fine alone nor a community sentence can be 

Although the UK doesn’t use public shaming as a form of 

punishment there are a large number of sentences that can be 

given to offenders. These include:- 

- Fines 
- Custodial sentence (prison) 
- Community Service 
- Behaviour Orders (banning someone from a particular 

type of behavior or a particular place) 
- Curfews (having to be at home for certain times of the 

day) 
- Compensation to the victim (mostly in civil cases when 

the offender has to repay the victim for damage caused) 
- Caution (a warning) 
- A suspended sentence (if you commit that type of 

offence again, then you will receive a sentence) 
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justified for the offence”  

In 2017, 86,275 defendants were given an immediate custodial sentence. Murder receives a 

maximum sentence of Life imprisonment. But apart from the most serious cases, that 

doesn’t mean life in prison. Instead, most people have to serve a minimum term in prison, 

which is determined by the judge in court after they’re found guilty. 

On average, those who are released will have served about 16 years in jail, with a life on 

licence with the probation service to follow, unless they are recalled to prison. 

 
Curfews - The Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 created a power to move on or send home 

any young person under 16 not accompanied by an adult who is out on the streets in a 

dispersal zone between 9pm and 6am. The police can use these powers even if they have 

no reason to believe that the young person in question is actually involved in or is likely to 

be involved in anti-social behaviour. 

 

Restorative Justice 

In criminal justice, restorative practice is widely known as restorative justice. Restorative justice 
gives victims the chance to meet or communicate with their offenders to explain the real 
impact of the crime – it empowers victims by giving them a voice. 

It also holds offenders to account for what they have done and helps them to take 
responsibility and make amends. Government research demonstrates that restorative justice 

provides an 85% victim satisfaction rate, and a 14% reduction in the frequency of reoffending.  

Restorative justice is about victims and offenders communicating within a controlled 
environment to talk about the harm that has been caused and finding a way to repair that 
harm. 

For offenders, the experience can be incredibly challenging as it confronts them with the 

personal impact of their crime. For victims, meeting the person who has harmed them can be a 
huge step in moving forward and recovering from the crime. 

Restorative justice conferences, where a victim meets their offender, are led by a facilitator 

who supports and prepares the people taking part and makes sure that the process is safe. 
Sometimes, when a face to face meeting is not the best way forward, the facilitator will arrange 
for the victim and offender to communicate via letters, recorded interviews or video. 

For any kind of communication to take place, the offender must have admitted to the crime, 
and both victim and offender must be willing to participate. 

 


